x * 


| DR. BURROUG H's . 
LECTURES 


ON THE 5 | 


* 


CHURCH CATECHISHM, &c. 


* 


6 | * * 4 5 ; * | " | , : | G N 8 0 2 *. N Gs 1 
Ä rne HAD GERD PI I ED 02 
Wen * 1 * 1 | | , 5 . 4 | : | p oder 4 . * * * F | 4 * 


. 5 * A r 


— 
n 518 R 


1 MW y 
* * * * 


2 5 ED wy 
FF 
L 4 4 i : ug P l 


N 
by 4 9 


* 4 f ; 
N 74 1 | 
| ; , — 
1 
1 
» 
” 
* p Vi y 
: 
- 
: 
* 
. 
o * 
” 
£ * 
* 
> 
; ” 
- 
4 
; * 
* 
bl 
* 
> 
* 
- 
1 
1 
* 
» 
* 
. 
— 
7 — 
oy 
% 
* 
= 
* 
- 
. 
' 
a , 
; - 
* 


1 


LECTURES 


ON THE | 
CHURCH CATECHISM, 
CONFIRMATION, 
| AND THE U 
NATURE any OBLIGATION ''þ 
OF 
RELIGIOUS VOWS, 


— — 


By HENRY BURROUGH ILD. 


PREBENDARY OF PETERBOROUGH, 


5 


* 
— 4 
5 | * * — 9 


Tur Szcond EDITIOox. 


n — 
* 


* 


CAMBRIDGE: 


Printed by J. Ax ch Ao Printer tothe UntiverarTY; 


For J. WoopysR, Bookſeller in Cambridge; 
Mr. Hoa rox, at Peterborough; — Green, at Bury; 
I. Bgecxroyr, Pater-noſter Row ; = HinGgsToON, 
near Temple Bar, London, | 


U 


M, DCC, IXXIII. 


11 199 is 4 * 2 e 
4 A * 
„. M. N ated LY 3 
— * aw Regs: oo Re En” erg. 


* 


1 In 


a. dt a * a 
289 
Pp — 8 
* 
0 
* 
* 
£ 
. 
4 
0 
„ 
- 


" * 


"8 . 


% 


wer Net's 


1 29%. [ 


hs. thts... ae 


is FR I #43: iy 3 et 


* 
„ — 1 
——— . rei ar tes 
— — 2 — * LA — * 2 i» 4 p * 


TO THE 
INHABITANTS 


OF. 
WISBICH, LITTLE GRANSDEN, 
AND 
WIL BURTON, 


IN THE. 


DIOGESE or EI . 


My good Friends and Neighbours, 


Send you this little Book, that, when it 
ſhall pleaſe God to render me incapable of 
inflruting you publi cly, I may yet be ſer- 
viceable in your private houſes. Happy, if 
could foreſee a certainty of Jour making uſe 
Mit as occafions ſhall require,” and eſpecially 
on Sundays, when you have leiſure for i 
and when it is your duty to o infirutt your 
Families. 


BY 


* 
.. ö 
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1 
1 have endeavoured to explain the Church- 
Catechiſm ſo, as to render it intelligible to all 
of you, even thoſe parts of 1 it which treat of 
the Two Sacraments; but if you meet with 
ſome difficulties in them, you will 1mpute it 
to the Nature of the Subjects; you will not be 
diſcouraged thereby, when you confider they 
are meerly to aſcertain what are the real Pro- 
perties of a Sacrament, diſtinct from Rites of 
an inferior Order; and when theſe are eftab- 
liſhed, you will proceed with pleuſure to the 
moral parts of them, which are plain and 


eaſy. 


In the next place, having often Hound by 
Experience that many Children, nay, even 
adults, can readil ly repeat the Catechiſm with 
out — it, and if you vary the 
Queſtions, either in the Form of Words, or in 

the Courſe of them, they are inftantly con- 
85 faunded; I baue drawn up a Method of Ex- 
3, aminatian, the uſe of which you will ſoon ſee. 
I is a ftring of queſtions, which you ſhould put 
to them, after they have been taught to repeat 
it as uſual. I have not added Anſwers 10 
them, 
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them, for that would not remedy the evil com- 1 
plained of; but T refer you to ſuch parts of "af 
the following Lectures as treat of thoſe Mat- 
ters which the queſtions lead to. Thus, when $1 
at any Queſtion you ſee a Letter prefixed, as 31 
(a) or (b) you are to look for the nts in the "Wn 
ſeveral Lectures. 


By this means, ] hope, that You yourſelves, 
as well as thoſe you are to inſtruct, will ſoon 
underſtand every part of the Catechiſm, and 
become prepared for Confirmation. The Na- 
ture of This Rite alſo ] have explained in an 
eaſy and familiar manner ; and to this have 
added a diſcourſe on our Obligations to per- 
form our religious Engagements of what kind 
ſoever. 


I pray God to bleſs it to your Benefit, to 
accept this my humble endeavour in his Ser- 
vice, and to forgive all our Defects for Fe- 
Ius 3 bis ſake. ; 
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Yours, &c; 
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ST. MAT T. xxviii. 19. 

60 YE THEREFTORE AND TEACH ALL 
NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE 
NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE 
SON, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST. 


HESE are the Words of the bleſſ- 
ed Jesvs to the eleven Diſciples, 


mountain in Galilee; they contain His 
laſt inſtructions to them, and are the 


B ori- 


CHURCH CATECHISM, &c. 


who met him by his appointment at a 
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2 Of our Baptiſmal Covenant. 
original Commiſſion, under which they, | 
his Succeſſors, and we, who are their's, 


claim Authority to teach, and to baptize. 


To teach, fignifies topreach the Goſpel, 
and make proſelytes to it; and where the 
perſon, to be initiated, is of ripe age and 


; underſtanding, this teaching ſhould pre- 


cede the act of baptizing, in order that 
he may underſtand the nature of that Re- 
ligion he is thenceforward to profeſs, and 


the obligations which commence upon. 


the adminiſtration of that Rite. — Thus 
too, as Infants and Children, unable to 

judge for themfelves, are charitably repre- 
ſented by their Sponſors, theſe Sponſors 
ſhould conſider what they in the Name of 
them engage for, and the Nature of thoſe 


_ profeſſions and duties they are afterwards 


to inculcate. This, I am afraid, is too 
much neglected, and that many wanton- 
ly engage for others, who have never ſe- 
riouſly conſidered what was promiſed for 
themfelves; although the Church in 
Can. "9 requires that "7 ſhould not 

only 
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only have been baptized, but alſo ſhould 
have received the Lord's Supper. 
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This Evil 1s principally owing to theſe 
two Cauſes. Moſt parents think they 
have ſufficiently diſcharged their duty 
when once their children can repeat the 
Catechiſm; and others, becauſe it was 
impoſed upon them as a Taſk in their 
_ younger years, think to look into it at a 
riper age 1s going to School again. And 
thus Both, being long accuſtomed to re- 
peat it by Rote, without attending to the 
Senſe of it, reſt contented with That all 
their Lives after, 


Here I cannot help lamenting a very 
great and general error in the Education 
of Children: the Catechiſm is almoſt 

the firſt thing put into their hands, and 
the next are the holy Scriptures: as if 
any ſet of words would not teach them 
to ſpell, and any collection of little inno- 
cent tales invite them to read. Sure I 
am that no great good can ariſe from re- 
B 2 - peating 
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4 Of our Baptiſmal Covenant. 


| + 5 peating the Catechiſm before they are of 
* | an age to underſtand it; till then there- 


| fore it1s better poſtponed. 'Thus too, was 
| the Bible thrown in their way when Hi- 


1-401 255 ſtory begins to be entertaining, and never 
4; ſooner, they would read it with pleaſure, 

1 aälknd that pleaſure would increaſe with 
Rm their years; but for want of this, the 
if | Bible, like the Catechiſm, is looked up- 
| fi on as a Taſk, and laid aſide, like the 
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other, when they moſt want it, and 
might reap nioſt Advantages from it. Yet 
ſurely it is neceſſary to know the Will of 
God, and in order to it, neceſſary to re- 
cur to that original Compact wherein it 


is ſet forth, and our obedience to it 
inforced. 


This makes a Review of the Church 
| Catechiſm at all times, and with all per- 
1 ſons, highly neceſſary. I ſhall therefore 
attempt, in what follows, ſuch an one of 
| it as may not only be of uſe to yourſelves, 
. but to ſuch alſo as you are 1 to 

"08 inſtruct. 
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Of our Baptiſmal Covenant. 3 


But, before I proceed, it may not be a- 
miſs to obviate an Objection, by which 
ſome are groſſly miſled. Infants, they 
ſay, are not ſenſible of what is tranſacting 
at their Baptiſm, and therefore it would be 
better either to defer it, till they come to years 
of Diſcretion, or then to rebapts Ze them. 


As to the particular Age, hi it is 
proper to adminiſter Baptiſm, ſince we 


have no expreſs direction concerning it, 
our beſt way 1s to look out for ſomething 


of a like nature, and obſerve the rules 
preſcribed in relation to it. Now Cir- 
cumciſion is a Rite of a like nature; this, 
like Baptiſm, was a fœderal Rite, was in- 
ſtituted by God himſelf, and at the time 
of its Inſtitution made a neceſſary duty, 
as Baptiſm is made ſince: in ſhort, it was 
That in the Jewiſh Religion, which Bap- 
tiſm 1s in the Chriſtian : and if it was, 
then ſuch, as were admiſſible to the 
one, may be admitted to the other : But 
the Jews were commanded to circumciſe 
their children on the Eighth day, and they 
. N did 
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6 Of our Baptiſmal Covenant. 


did it; our Saviour himſelf in obedience 


to the Law, which, till he entered profeſ- 
ſedly on his Miniſtry, continued in force, 
was circumciſed on the Eighth day: and 
if ſo, it is a plain caſe that Children, may 


lawfully, nay, ought to be baptized 1 in 


their Infancy. 


Here then is another Objection ſtart- 
ed. If it be ſo, how came the Apoſtles 


to ſay, Repent, and be baptized? Mankind 


in Infancy cannot repent. I anſwer, they 
neither can repent, nor need they do it: 
nevertheleſs, the Apoſtles did right when 
they injoined Repentance, that is, they 


did right in requiring it of thoſe to whom 
they addreſſed themſelves: but who were 


they? Adults, grown-up perſons, per- 
ſons who had committed aCtual Sins; an 
Infant has not, and the great neceſſity of 
Baptiſm to him is founded in the original 
Sentence of Death pronounced on Adam, 


and all his Deſcendants: this Sentence 


God 1s pleaſed to reverſe upon our enter- 
ng into a new Covenant with him ; by 
Kh 
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which He vouchſafes to remit that debt 
of Puniſhment, and reſtore us unto Im 
mortality; And we by our Sponſors en- 
gage to believe in him, and to ſerve him, 
when we ſhall become capable of ſo doing. 
This is all that is required of us, in In- 
fancy, in order to Baptiſm. But more 
than this is required of Adults, of ſuch 
as the Apoftles commanded firſt to repent; 
They had committed many fins, of which 
it was neceſſary they ſhould repent pre- 
viouſly to this Act; but this Injunction 
by no means affects thoſe who are bap- 
tized in Infancy. This was nearly the 
caſe of our bleſſed Saviour, he himſelf 
was baptized of John; but if Baptiſm be 


of no validity unleſs the ſubject of it re- 


pents, why did he tell the Baptiſt, it be- 

hoved him thus to fulfil all righteouſneſs ? 
and why was he baptized who knew no Sin, 
and conſequently could not repent? His 
perfect Innocence puts Him, with regard 
to Repentance, an a Parallel with a Child 
in un, 


34 Thus 
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Thus much for the Firſt part of the 
Objection. As to rebaptizing Chriſtians 
hen they come to years of diſcretion, this 1 is 
quite unneceſſary, and, if unneceſſary, is 
to trifle with God, and unpardonable. 
Nou that it is unneceſſary is evident from 
hence: Baptiſm is a Covenant, a ſolemn 
Agreement or Stipulation between Two 
Parties; and therefore this, like all other 
Covenants, if once entered into, and ſo- 


lemnly ratified, i is indiſſoluble without the 
Conſent of Both. My executing the ſame 


Deed again and again doth not alter, nor 
increaſe, the Obligation of it; I ſtand as 
much bound by what I did a Twelve- 
month ago, as by what I did yeſterday. 
And thus the Covenant, which I entered 
into at my Baptiſm, in Infancy, binds me 
to the end of my days: It was a Contract, 
not for a few years of my life, but for 
the whole of it; nor can any thing I do 
afterwards ſtrengthen the Obligation. 
Surely therefore all perfons may be very 
well ſatisfied with what was done for 
them by their 8 ponſors, 1 in Baptiſm, at 
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Of our Baptiſmal Covenant. 9 


eaſt, with what they do for themſelves at 
Confirmation, in a more advanced age. 


As I am led to this Subject, I am not 
willing to diſmiſs it till I have explained 
it thoroughly. Let us therefore examine 
a Text or two brought in ſupport of the 
Objection. Our Saviour ſaith to Nico- 
demus, except a man be born anew of water 


and of the holyGhoſt: and farther, except 4 


man be born again, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. But here you are to ob- 
ſerve, that our Saviour 1s ſpeaking to a 
Jew, to one who had not been baptized: 


all therefore which was intended in theſe 


expreſſions is, that in order to enter into 
the kingdom of God there muſt be an in- 


tire change of his former opinions and 


practices; that he muſt undergo as great 
an alteration as if he was to enter a ſe- 
cond time into his Mother's womb and 
be born. — Here alſo you ſhould be told, 
that by the kingdom of God is not meant 


the Kingdom of Heaven, but that Spi- 
ritual kingdom which Chriſt was then to 


eſta- 
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eſtabliſh, that is, the Chriſtian Church: 

From hence it is plain that nothing, ſaid 
or applied to Nicodemus, as a Jew, can 
have any relation to, or at all affect thoſe, 
who haue been baptized into Chriſt. 


Neither can any argument for it be 
drawn from the Example of Jeſus, as 
having been baptized of John; for he 
had not been baptized before : he had 
been circumciſed, and was obedient to the 
Law of Moſes till the time of his Con- 

verſation with Nicodemus ; he was now 
to begin His miniſtry, and to introduce 
another, and a better Religion ; and, as 
Baptiſm was to be the initiatory Rite, 
or Method of Admiſſion into it, he began 
with it himſelf. Nothing therefore can 
be aſſumed from this example, except the 
neceſſity of being baptized Once, but it 
affords not the Shadow of a Revion | for 
es it more than once. 


There is no one Paſſage, that I know 
of, in all th New Teſtament, that gives 
| the 
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theleaſtCountenance to ſuch a Practice, and 
but one in the Old; and this we find in 
Joſhua, Ch. 5. At that time the Lord ſaid 
unto Joſhua, make thee ſharp knives, and cir- 
cumciſe again the Children of Iſrael the ſecond 
time. And Joſbua made him ſharp Eni ves, 
and circumciſed the Children of Iſrael. From 
hence ſome have advanced, that if C;rcum- 
ciſion be a Rite correſpondent with Bap- 

tiſm, if the one was to be repeated, and 


by the ex N e command of God, the 
other alſo ſhould be repeated. But here 


we ſee how neceſſary it is to ſtudy the 
| Scriptures, or to conſult ſuch as do; to 
compare Scripture with Scripture, and 
learn the Writer's meaning from himſelf: 
not to take 1t in detached Sentences, but 
ingenuouſly examine what goes before, 
and follows. If this Rule was obſerved, 
many Paſſages, that are woefully miſcon- 
{trued, would be underſtood, and the Spi- 
rit of Deluſion put to flight. In the caſe 
before us, what a Difference is there when 
we hear the Whole of it! The words are 
theſe; And this is the Cauſe why Joſhua did 


cir- 
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circumciſe; All the people that came out of 
Egypt, that were Males, even all the'Men of 
War, died in the Wilderneſs by the way after 

they came out of Egypt. New all the people 

that came out were circumciſed ; but all the people 
that were born in the Wilderneſs by the Way, 

as they came forth out of Egypt, Them they 
had not circumciſed : For the Children of I 
rael walked forty years in the Wilderneſs till 
all the people that were Men of War which 


came out of Egypt were conſumed, becauſe they 
obeyed not the voice of the Lord: unto whom 


the Lord fware that he would not ſhew them 
the Land which the Lord ſware unto their 

Fathers that he would give them, a land that 
_ floweth with Milk and Honey. And their 

Children whom he raiſed up in their ſtead, 
Them Joſbua circumciſed; for they were un- 
circumciſed, becauſe they had not circumciſed 
them by the Way. — This 1s the only Paſ- 
ſage that ſeems to countenance Re- bap- 
tizing, and this, rightly underſtood, does 
effectually, and beyond all contradiction, 
reject it. 


This 
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This being premiſed, I proceed to ex- 
plain the Church Catechiſm. But firſt 
I am to inform you, that Baptiſm, in the 
Beginning of the Catechiſm, is not treat- 
ed of as a Sacrament, but meerly as our 
Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Church. It is 
conſidered as a Sacrament in the latter 
part of it, at preſent you are to look up- 
on it only as an Entrance into Chriſt's 
Church, and a Declaration of the Terms 


of the new Covenant between God and 


Man. 


It begins with this Queſtion, What is 


your Name? Every man has Two Names, 


his Chriſtian Name, and his Sirname; his 
Sirnamg he derives from his Parents at 


his Birth; the other he acquires at his 


Baptiſm (a). What particular Name, it has 
pleaſed our Parents or others to give us 
at Baptiſm, is no material part of the In- 
ſtitution; but the Church, for good and 
wiſe reaſons, bids us to repeat it. For in- 
ſtance, Whatever it be, it was given me at 
my Baptiſm, when ly was made a Chriſtian, | 
and 


{ 
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and therefore called my Chriſtian Name (b.) 


For which reaſon, whenever I hear, or re- 
peat it, it ſhould remind me of my Pro- 
feſſion, remind me of my Duty, and ne- 


ver fail to ſuggeſt that the mention of it 
is a reproach to me, unleſs I anſwer the 
Character which it denotes: that is, un- 


leſs I act up to it, and be a Chriſtian in 
Deed, as well as in Name (c)- 


The next Queſtion is, Who gave you 


this Name? The Anſwer is, my Godfathers 
and Godmothers in my Baptiſm (d). Theſe do 


more than meerly give us our Name ; 
they engage to ſee us act agreeably to it; 
they are to admoniſh us, whenever they 


obſerve we deviate from it; they are to 
teach us all things, which a Chriſtian 
ought to know, and believe; they are to 
call upon us to practice them: And this 
their Charge ceaſes not till we have diſ- 
charged them of it; which cannot be be- 
fore our Confirmation, and does hardly 
ceaſe then: they are bound to ſee us 


confirmed, and cannot be thought to ex- 
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Of our Baptiſmal Covenant. 1 5 
ceed their Commiſſion if they afterwards 
remind us of our ſolemn Vows at that 
time. — What a ſhame 1s it to engage for 
all this in the Church, in the fight of 
God and his People, and then pay no 
more regard to it than if the whole was 

a meer piece of Mockery, an Human 
Soul of no Eſtimation, and our Promiſes 
to God never to be required at our hands! 


| But to proceed. In my Baptiſm, where- 

in I was made a Member of Chriſt, the Child 

of God, and an Inbers for 27 the kingdom f 
Heaven (e). 
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In order to underſtand this aright, you 
muſt recollect that by the Diſobedicnce 
of Adam Sin came upon all, and Death by 
Sin. We had forfeited our Title to Im- 
mortality, and no hopes of Exiſtence be- 
yond the Grave remained. Under this 
forlorn condition all his Deſcendants con- 
tinued, till it pleaſed God to ſelect from 

the reſt of mankind a peculiar people, 
with whom he entered into a Covenant 


of 
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of Reconciliation; of which Circumci- 
ſion was the ſign. This Covenant re- 
mained until the coming of Chriſt, when 
It expired, and a New one was publiſhed 
in it's ſtead; not confined, as the former, 


to a particular people, but freely offered 


to All Nations. In This Baptiſm took 
the place, which Circumciſion held in the 
Other; we are admitted to it through 
this means, and at our Admiſſion God 
engages for certain things, on His part, 


and We for certain things, on Ours. Both 


theſe Engagements are ſet forth in the 
Catechiſm. 


The firſt thing granted 4 God is, that 


Me are hereby made Members of Cbriſt. 


This is a figurative Expreſſion, taken 


| from an human Body, and ſignifies, that 


by Baptiſm we are made One with Chrift, 
and Chrift with us, are united to him as 
our Head; and, whereas in conſequence 


of Adam's tranſgreſſion we were like 
Vranchoy lopped off from the Mother- 
34 ree, 


* 
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Tree, we are by Baptiſm ingrafted, and 
again receive Nutriment from it (/). 


This reminds us of the Honour due to 

_ Chriſt as the Head over all things, and 
teaches us to pay the ſame Obedience to 
Him as the Members of the Body pay to 
that ſuperior Power which aCtuates Them : 
— that as every Member of the natural 
Body is ſerviceable to all the reſt, fo all 
Chriſtians muſt do charitable and bene- 
ficent Acts to one another. — that we are 
Brethren, and ſhould have ſuch a fellow- 
feeling in each others pleaſures and pains, 


as to abide by the Apoſtle's metaphor, if 
one member ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with 
it, or one member be honoured, all the mem- 
bers rejoice with it (g). 


The ſecond is, 7 hat we are e made the 
Children of God. 


His Children we were : befoly Baptiſin, 
but not in the Senſe we are after it: for, 


though we were e the work of his hands; 
C e 


0 
i} 
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we had forfeited his favour, and to ſpeak 
familiarly, were difinherited. But in Bap- 
5 tiſm he is graciouſly reconciled to us 
| through his bleſſed Son, reſtores us to 
| the light of his countenance, and makes 

Fh Ed us Joint-heirs with Chrift (H. 

| And what doth this intimate, but that 
| our Behaviour muſt be ſuitable to the re- 
[ tation we bear to him, that, as we are 
| his Children, we muft pay him the Obe- 
dience due to a Father: For otherwiſe, 
[ this Privilege, the moft glorious and be- 
A neficial we have, will the more diſcover 


our unworthineſs of it, and bring on our 
Condemnation, inſtead of preventingit (i). 


The third is, That we are made Inheri- 
tors of the kingdom of Heaven. 


In an unredeemed ſtate we all are ſin- 

1 ners: the whole world, ſaith an Apoſtle, 
Ih | = heeth in wickedneſs, and the wages of Sin is 
i | Death; but in Baptiſm we triumph over 
it, and are not only reſtored to Immor- 
| tality, 


Of our Baptiſmal Covenant. 19 
y, but are affured farther that we 
ſhall poſſeſs it in the kingdom of Heaven: 


Chriſt will make us fellorw-Citizens with 


the Saints, and raiſe us to an Inheritance 


incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not, 


reſerved in Heaven for us (. 


And what do we learn from hence, but 
that all our Thoughts and Deſires ſhould 
tend to that place? that where our Trea- 
ſure is, there ſhould be our Hearts; that 


we are but Strangers and Pilgrims, and 


therefore ſhould look forward to our 
Journey's End; that, although we muſt 
have our hour upon the ſtage of this 
Life, we have another coming that 1s far 
more deſirable, and therefore ſhould have 
our Converſation in Heaven (J). | 


Theſe are the Benefits which God of- 
fers and engages to grant on his part; but 
in order to be intitled to them We muſt 
alſo perform our part of the Contract. 
What that is, 1s explained in the Anſwer 
to the next Queſtion, viz, What did your 
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Gedfathers and Godmothers then, or at your 
Baptiſm, for you? They did promiſe and 
vow Three things in my Name: Firft, 


that T ſhould renounce the Devil and all his 


Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this 
wicked World, and all the fnful Luſts of 


the Fleſh [87 


By the Devil and all his Works is 
meant all kinds of wickedneſs, eſpecially 


ſuch as moſt partake of the nature of that 


curſed Being, ſuch as lying, of which he 
is the Father, Murder, Pride, Hatred, 
Malice, Revenge, Covetouſneſs, Idolatry 
and the like.—By the Pomps of the 
World are to be underſtood vicious Cu- 
ſtoms, and Faſhions, Ambition, Oſten- 
tation, and all ſuch Entertainments and 
Pleaſures as captivate and debaſe the 
Mind, and cauſe it to negle& worthier 
Objects. — By the Vanities of it are in- 
tended Riches unjuſtly gotten, or pro- 
fuſely ſquandered; all things, in ſhort, 
that court only the preſent hour, and lull 
and deceive us till we ſtand amazed at 
our 
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our laſt. — By the ſinful Luſts of the 


Fleſh are meant Fornication, Adultery, 
Obſcenity, in a word, all Uncleanneſs, 
whether in our Actions, Words, or 
Thoughts (= 0. 


This is the Firſt of the Three things 
promiſed for us by our Sponſors. The 


Second is, That we will believe all the Ar- 


ticles of the Chriſtian Faith (0), What theſe 


are will come in Courſe to be explained, 
when we rehearſe the Articles of our Be- 


lief, and till then we wave them. 


T B Third is, That we ill 10 God's 
boly Wi Il and Commandments, and walk in the 
ſame all the days of our Life (p). Theſe alſo 
ſhall be deferred at preſent, and the only 
remark I ſhall make on this part of the 


Covenant is, that we promiſe 7o walk in 
the ſame all the days of our Life. We en- 


gage not for a year or two, but for our 
whole Life; and ſhall do well to remem- 
ber what St. Peter tells us, It is better not 
| 70 have known the way of righteouſneſs, than 


c 3 after 
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after we have known it, to turn from the holy 
commandment delivered to us; And further, 
the words of the bleſſed Jeſus himſelf, No 
man taking, hold of the plough, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God. Our 
Obedience to theſe commandments there- 
fore muſt be uniform, and muſt be per- 
Y manent (%. 
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| Theſe things being promiſed for us by 
=. our Sponſars, there follows a very intereſt- 
1 ing and important Queſtion : Doft thou not 


| | think that thou art bound to believe, and to 
| do, as they have promiſed for thee ? to which 
| | the reply is, Tes, verily. But why ſo? no 


| | one has a right to engage for me without 
1 my Conſent; this is a breach of natural 
1 liberty; whatever was undertaken for me, 
118 in my Infancy, I have a right to conſider, 
| at a riper age: if I approve of it, then, 
I well: if not, I am at liberty to reject, and 
10 refuſe, it. All this is true, and yet every 
ly 1 Chriſtian is bound to do what his God- 
—_ fathers and Godmothers promiſed he 
6 ſhould, and is as much obliged by Their 
{| 4 | promiſe 
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promiſe as if he had been of an age ſuf- 


ficient to underſtand what was doing, and 
had aſſented to every part of it. But this 
Obligation is founded, not in the promiſe 


made in his Name by them, but -in the 


Nature of the things promiſed, which are, 
to believe in God, and to ſerve him; to 
be juſt, to others, and to himſelf. Theſe 
are Duties of general and immutable Ob- 


ligation, which therefore he muſt, and 


ſhould, perform, whether others had pro- 
miſed he ſhould perform them, or not. 


So that the perſon Catechiſed very tight- 


ly . Yes, verily (r). 


He goes on, and by God's Help þ I will. 


| This is well added, and teaches us; not 


to truſt to our own Powers and Endea- 
vours; that without Him we can do no- 
thing ; that we are not ſufficient of ourſelves, 


but our ſufficiency is of God: And. therefore 


he heartily thanks his heavenly Father, that 
he hath called him to this flate of Salvation: 
which Salvation he acknowledges, as be- 
comes him, is through Jeſus Chrift, the only 
Name under Heaven by which we can be 
| Cc 4 ſaved. 
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ſaved. Here alſo he remembers that the 
ſame Grace, which called him at firſt, 1s 
neceſlary to his Perſeverance; to guard 
him againſt the Temptations he 1s like to 
meet with, and the diſpoſition of his Na- 
ture to relapſe ; and therefore he prays to 
God to give him his Grace, that he may con- 
tinue in the ſame unto his Life's end; being 
confident of this very thing, that He, who hath 
begun a good Work in him, will perform it 
until the day of Jeſus Chriſt (HJ. 


We have now had a full view of the 


Covenant entered into, at our Baptiſm ; 


On one Side, we are made Members of Chriſt, 


the Children of God, and Inheritors of the 
kingdom of Heaven : On the Other, We are 
to renounce the Devil and all bis Worts; the 
Pomps and Vanities of this wicked world ; 
and all the finful Luſts of the Fleſh. Second- 
ly, we are to believe all the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith ; And Thirdly, we are to keep 
God's holy Will and Commandments, and walk 
#n the ſame all the days of our Life. The 
Firſt of theſe is already explained, and the 
Second in the following Lecture. 


LEC: 
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L R TORE it 


E have already conſidered what 
our Godfathers and Godmothers 
promiſed for us, or what 1s Our part of 
the Covenant entered into with God, at 
our Baptiſm. It conſiſts, you find, of 
Three things: the Firſt is, that we ſhould 
renounce the Devil and all his works, the 
Pomps and Vanities of this wicked world; and 
all the finful Lufts of the Fleſh. The Second 
is, that we ſhould believe all the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith: Theſe are what we are 
next to explain, and they are briefly ſum- 
med up in the Creed or Behef (a). — It is 
commonly called the Apoſtles Creed; not 
| becauſe it was drawn up by them, but be- 
cauſe it contains their Doctrine, and is a 
Compendium of what the New Teſta- 
ment delivers down to us from them 5 ). 
Hence it hath its Authority: Its Uſe 1s, 
to refreſh the Memory, and enable it in 
ſew words to keep in mind the moſt im- 


portant 
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portant principles of our Religion fe). 
The Child therefore, every time he is ca- 
techiſed, is bidden to rebearſe the Articles 
of his Behef : — It conſiſts of Three 

parts (d), the Firſt of which relates to 
God (e). I believe in God. 


To believe in God, is to believe that 
there 1s a Being, eternal and infinite, per- 


fect and ſelf-ſufficient : all-powerful and 
all-wiſe; juſt and holy; merciful and 


good : whoſe Power created all things, 


whoſe Providence ſuſtains them, and 


whoſe Kingdom ruleth over all. It ſignifies 
further, that there is but One God, agree- 


ably to the Declarations of Holy Scrip- 
ture : the Lord he 1s God, there is none elſe 


befide Him: And again, 70 us there is but 


One God and Father of all, who is above all, 


and through all, and in you all ' 
He is deſcribed + the Appellation 


of Tux FarEHRR, firſt, as he is the Au- 
thor, and original Giver of Life to all Be- 
ings in the Univerſe; of whom the whole 


Family 
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Family in Heaven and Earth is named: Se- 
condly, to denote his parental Affection, 
his Grace and Mercy towards all his 
P Creatures; and laſtly, as he is, in a pe- 
> | culiar manner, the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
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He is ſtyled ALmicnTy, becauſe of 
him, and through him, and to him are all 
things. And we are told, that before the 
Conſummation of Earthly things, and the 
Commencement of another endleſs and 
unchangeable State, the Son himſelf, who 
is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
ball deliver up to his Father all Rule, and 
all Authority, and Power, which had been 
delegated to him by the Father, that God 
may be All in All. 


He is ſaid to be Tux Maxrr or 
Heaven AnD EARTH, that, whereas in 
times of Ignorance, men worſhipped the 
Hoſt of Heaven, the Sun and the Moon, 
imagining them to be intelligent Beings, 
and ruling over this lower World, they 

| ſhould 
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ſhould now acknowledge them to be the 
works of his Fingers, directed and controul- 
ed by His Will; and Objects of their Ad- 
miration, but not of their - Worſhip. 


This is the Firſt part of the Creed. 


The Second relates to God the Son). 


And in Jeſus Cbriſt bis only Son our Lord. 


This very rightly follows the former; Ye 
Believe in God, ſaid our bleſſed Saviour, 
believe alſo in Me. The firſt of theſe Parts 


is the Foundation of Religion in Gene- 
ral; the other of a Particular one, inſti- 


tuted by Chriſt, 


We are to believe in Him. Firſt, as 


Irsus, as the perſon fo named of the Angel 


before he was conceived in the Womb; like- 


wiſe, as he properly is what his Name 
fignifies, the Saviour. And he is the 
Saviour by making himſelf freely an Offer- 


ng for Our Sins, and appearing in the pre- 
ſence of God to make Interceſſion for us. 
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We are to believe in him Secondly, as 
CuRIsT; as the perſon anointed to preach 
the Goſpel, to be our King, and Prophet, 
and the Author of eternal Salvation to all 
who ny him. 


We are to believe in him Thirdly, as 
the only Son of God, as a Perſon far above 
all Pri ak ties, and Powers; above Thrones, 
and Dominions, and every Name that is nam- 
ed, being made ſo much better than the An- 
gels, as he hath by Inheritance obtained a more 
excellent Name than they : For unto which of 


the Angels ſaid God at any time, Thou art 
my Son, this day have ] begotten thee (e). 
And, when God bringeth his firſt-begotten Son 
into the world, he ſaith, And let all the An- 
gels of God 2 Him. 


Fourthly, we are to believe in him, as 
our Loxp: as Him whom God hath given 
to be the Head over all things, that at the 
Name of Jesus every Knee ſhould bow, of 
things in Heaven; and things on Earth, and 
things under the Earth; and that every Tongue 

Should 


. 
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ſhould confeſs that JIxsus Cnkrsr is Lord 


to the Glory of Gop TH FATHER. 


The next Article we profeſs to believe 
in is, that he was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt: 
that is, that his Conception was miracu- 
lous, and that although he took upon 
him the nature of Man, he yet was con- 
ceived without Sin. 


And born of the Virgin Mary. This is 


mentioned to aſcertain his Genealogy, 


and to fhew that he was born of the Houſe 
and Lineage of David, as foretold in the 


| Scriptures. The Conception, and being 
born of a Virgin, is that Myſtery of Godli- 


nefs, which will be unravelled hereafter; 


which we believe, at prefent, upon. the 


Authority of the divine Word; and into 


which, till we are more perfect, it becomes 
us not to pry farther. 


Suffered under Pontius Pilate. That the 
Meſſiah ſhould ſuffer is plain from many 
of the Moſaic inſtitutions, which were 
N Types 
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Types of him — From them it might 
eaſily be collected that without ſhedding of 
Blood there could be no Remi ſion of Sins. It 
was further, and more expreſlly, declared 


by the Prophet Iſaiah, that he ſhould 


fuffer. How, and in what manner, he 
ſuffered is ſet forth hereafter; but we have 
firſt a particular Circumſtance mention- 
ed, which is, that he fuffered under Pon- 
tius Pilate, This Circumſtance was in- 
ſerted in the Creed for many good Rea- 
fons : among others, it determines the 
Time when he ſuffered, and ſhews that 
1 correſponded with ſeveral Prophecies, 
eſpecially Duniel t, and a very ancient one 


in the firſt Book of Moſes, which ſays, that 


the Sceptre ſhall not depart from Fudah un- 


i Shiloh come. Pontius Pilate was the 


Roman Governor of Judæa, and conſe- 
quently at that time the Sceptre was de- 
from it — from hence too it ap- 

pears that he ſuffered at the Expiration 
of Daniels Weeks: the time from whence 
that calculation proceeds is very well 
known ; and it is evident, recourſe being 
DET 2 had 
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had to the Records which were kept at 


Rome, and preſerved the acts of its Go- 
vernors in different Provinces, that, when 


Daniel's Weeks concluded, Pontius Pilate 


was Governor of Judæa, and that, dur- 


ing his Adminiſtration, Jeſus Chriſt was 
crucified, 1 


Thus, having proved the Time of his 
Suffering, we next particularize the man- 
ner of it. Crucifixion was a Roman pu- 


niſhment, inflicted upon none but the 


vileſt Malefactors: It was alſo a moſt 
painful, and moſt tedious Death. Theſe 


Circumſtances of his ſufferings are added 


not only to remind us of the exceeding 


Malignity of Sin, and-the greatneſs of his 
mercy towards us, but alſo to point out 


the completion of two extraordinary 
Prophecies : the one 1s, that he ſhould be 


lifted up as the Serpent in the Wilderneſs : 


and the other, that he ſhould make his Grave 
with the wicked. | ME 


The next Article is, that he was dead. 
This 
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This was added to oppoſe an erroneous 
opinion that he ſuffered in Appearance 
only: but it 1s plain he did really die. 


This is evident from the Blood and Water 


that iſſued from his fide, which could not 


be in a living ſubject: And alſo from the 


Teſtimony of the Executioners who brake 
the Legs of the two Thieves, crucified 
with him, to put an End to the remains 


of Life in them; but did not break His, 


becauſe that he was dead already. 


It follows, And was buried. This 1s a 
Confirmation of the preceding Article. 
We read that Joſepb, a rich and honoura- 


ble man of Arimathea, begged the body of 


Jeſus and laid it in his own new Tomb. This 
Circumſtance literally fulfilled the re- 
maining part of J1{a:ah's Prophecy; for 
as in his Crucifixion he made his Grave 
with the wicked; fo he made it wyrth the 
rich in his Death. 


The next Article is, He deſcended 
into Hell. Of this many various Senſes 
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have been adopted. Some have thought 
that he really ſuffered the torments of the 
damned ; but this cannot be the true 
meaning; It was impoſlible for him to 
deſpair of the Favour and Forgiveneſs of 
God, and therefore he could not feel, as 
do the damned, that Worm which never 
dieth. Neither are we to ſuppoſe that he 
_ deſcended thither to bring others from it; 
for the wicked according to expreſs de- 
clarations of Scripture are never to be de- 
Iivered. Nor again, are we to underſtand 
by it, that he went to triumph over the 
Devil; for the only kingdom the Devil 
has is in this World; and here Chriſt 
effectually triumphs over him by deſtroy- 
ing Sin, which is his Dominion. — Far- 
ther it is ſaid, in the preceding Article, 
that he was buried, and therefore his De- 
ſcent into Hell muſt mean ſomething 
more than merely deſcending into the 
lower parts of the Earth : the Intention 
therefore of the Expreſſion muſt be this, 
that as his Body was actually buried, 
his Soul was actually — from 
it; 
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it; And it was made a part of the Creed 


to ſilence ſome Heretics, who, to deſtroy 
the Credit of his Reſurrection, pretended 


that he was never really dead. The Ar- 
ticle therefore aſſerts that he went down 
into Hell; And Hell, in the original 


Word here uſed, ſignifies, not a place of 


Torments, but the inviſible place of de- 
parted Spirits, in which all remain, from 


the End of this Life, till the commence- 
ment of another, at the day of Judgment. 


Thus far we have ſeen what was pro- 
perly his Humiliation: his diſrobing him- 
ſelf of Glory, his Incarnation, his Suffer- 
ings, his Death, and his Burial; and are 
now to turn our eyes to his Exaltation. 


| The Third day he roſe again from the dead, 
He had by his Death ſatisfied the Juſtice 


of God, and was now to become the Firſt- 
fruits of them that ſlept. He was eru- 
cified on the Friday, lay in the Grave the 
remaining part of that day, the whole of 
the next, and, aroſe on the third; and 
therefore, in the language of the Jews 
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and continually mortify all our evil and cor- 
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and other Nations, is ſaid to have lain in 


the Grave three Days. He lay fo long, that 
there might be no Room to doubt his be- 
ing dead; and he lay no longer, that his 
Body, agreeably to the Pſalmiſt's predic- 
tion, might not ſee Corruption. — He aroſe 
on the firſt day of the Week, the day af- 


ter the Jewiſh Sabbath; on which Account 
it is that, whereas they obſerve the Seventh 


in Commemoration of God's reſting from 
the works of Creation, we obſerve the 
Firſt in remembrance of a greater bleſſing 
derived to mankind by the Reſurrection 


of Chrift. 


The Intention of our Lord's Reſurrec- 


tion was to declare his Victory over Death: 


Death hath no more dominion over him, For 
in that he died, he died unto Sin once, but in 
that he Irveth, he liveth unto God. — And 


God hereby begets Us unto a lively hope, and 


aſſures us, that if we be planted in the hike- 
neſs of his Death, we ſhall be alſo in the like- 
neſs of his Reſurrection. That is, if we be- 
come dead unto Sin, Crucify our Old Man, 
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07 the Chriſtian Faith, 37 
rupt Affections, He who raiſed up Chriſt from 
the dead ſhall alſo quicken Our mortal Bodies. 


The Conſequence of his Reſurrection 
is, that he aſcended into Heaven. As the 


Jewiſh High-Prieſt, after he had offered 
for the ſins of the whole people, entered 


into the Holy of Holies; ſo our Saviour, 
who was typified in him, after he had ſa- 
crificed himſelf for the ſins of the whole 


World, aſcended into Heaven, This Ar- 


ticle therefore affords great comfort to all 


Chriſtians; for what doeth he in Heaven 
but preſent his Meritorious Oblation, and 


intercede for us. Neither have we in him 


an High Prieſt who cannot be touched with 


a ſenſe of our Infirmities; for he himſelf alſo 
was tempted; and being made like unto us, 
Sin only excepted, knoweth how to com- 
paſſionate, as well as to ſuccour, us, 


It follows in the Creed, And fitteth on 


the right Hand of God. That is, he is ad- 


mitted to a State of the higheſt Dignity 
and Might: All Power is given unto him 
| D 3 IN 


ae 44 NE z * 
* e ee eee eee eee ebe eee, mas, ANON EE EN e ie eee e e eee eee 


17 wa E y L Gas 2d Ws 4 
1 Ws „ a | 1 "B54 1 h * . Y 


Ar 


E 
a he cx 


0 | 1 
8 — 
— U—ͤ— 


BEES 


= arr CON . — 


: 
ES ˙ . 


8 R 
F A OR IE OI II. 
n - — CR anne” - 


ENGEL IN TANANNE - 


3 ” — 
Sie nad” ara et - 


” 
n „ D — 


EIS 


38 Of the Chiriſtian Faith. 


in Heaven and in Earth; Angels, Authori- 
ties, and Powers being made ſubjeft unto 
him: He is ſet far above Principalities, and 
Powers, and Might, and Dominion, and 


every Name that is named, not only in this 


World, but alſo in that which is to come: and 
the Throne of God, as St. John expreſſes it 
in the Revelations, is become the Throne of 
God and of the Lamb. 


From both theſe Articles it follows 
that he 1s the only Mediator between God 
and Man, the only Mediator, as he is de- 
clared in Scripture, of the New Teſtament. 
He hath purchaſed to himſelf a Church 
with his own Blood, and given himſelf 
for our Sins, that he might deliver us 
from the Evils of this Life, and ſecure to 
us Immortality and Bliſs ur the next. 
And hence we ſee- how much we diſ- 
honour him when, with the Papiſts, we 
join other Mediators with him, and give 
to Saints and Angels any ſhare of that 
Worthip, which belongs to him . 
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Of the Chriſtian Faith. 39 
After this follows another, and a very 
intereſting Article. From thence he ſhall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. The 
unequal diſtribution of things in this 
World leads us naturally to expect an- 
other, in which this ſhall be adjuſted; but 
Revelation confirms our Conjecture, and 
lays expreſſly, that God hath appointed a day 
in which he will judge the World in Righte- 
ouſneſs ; And that every man ſhall recei ve ac- 
cording to what he hath done in the . Body, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil. — 
It alſo goes farther, and declares by whom 
this Judgment ſhall be adminiſtered, and 
names the Man Chri/t Jeſus: Before Him, 
it is ſaid, ſhall be gathered all Nations; that 
be ſhall be revealed from Heaven with the 
holy Angels in flaming Fire, taking ven- 
geance on all that know not God, and obey 
not the Goſpel: — that he ſhall deſcend from . 
Heaven with a Shout, with the voice of the 6 
Arcb- angel, and with the Trump of God: — 
that all that, are in the Grave fhall hear his 
voice, and ſhall come forth; they that have 
done good unto the Reſurrection f Life, and 
D 4 they 
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40 Of the Chriſtian Faith. 

they that have done evil unto the Reſurrection 
of Damnation. Of that day, and of that 
Hour knoweth no Man, no not the Angels 
that are in Heaven: It will come as a Thief 


in the Night: And as the Flood came upon | 
the Old World while they were eating and 


drinking; fo will the coming of the Son of 
Man be unexpected and ſudden. For this 
reaſon it is ſaid 7 judge the quick and the 


dead; thoſe who ſhall have ſlept through 


Ages, and thoſe who ſhall be alive at his 
CO: 


The confideration of this ſhould make 
us tread cautiouſly ; every Hour leads to 
our laſt, every Hour may be our laſt; 


and, as his Coming will be immediately 
ſucceeded by a general Judgment, let us 


always have in Mind the matters of 
Enquiry at it. Now our bleſſed Saviour 
has vouchſafed to tell us, that a princi- 
pal one will be how far we have perform- 
ed the duties of Charity; and by Cha- 
rity, we are to underſtand all thoſe Pro- 
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V the Chriſtian Faith. 41 
perties which St. Paul aſcribes to it, in his 


Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians. 


I have now explained the firſt and ſe- 
cond Part of the Creed, which relate to 
God the Father, and our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt ; and proceed to the Third, which 
relates to the Holy Ghoſt (2) 


It begins thus, I believe in the Holy 


Ghoſt. — That there are Three Perſons in 


the Godhead is the doctrine of the Church 
of England, and confirmed to us by the 


Holy Scriptures. That they exiſt toge- 
ther is certain, although the Mode of that 
Exiſtence doth not fall within our preſent 
_ Capacities: This is reſerved for that time, 


when what we now ſee through 4 Glaſs 


darkly ſhall be diſtinct Viſion, and we ſhall 


know even as we are known: at preſent it 
is an Object of Faith only, yet reſts upon 
an Authority which we cannot diſpute. 
This makes it reaſonable, as well as right, 
to believe in this Article. And fince we 


are _ commanded to be baptized in the 
Name 
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Name of the Holy Ghoſt, as well as of 
the Father and the Son, we'can have no 
doubt but that the Three Perſons, fo far 
at leaſt as they concern Chriſtians, are 
equal. 


The next, we profeſs to believe in, is, 
The Holy Catholick Church, The Holy Ca- 
tholick Church ſignifies, either all thoſe, 
who in this Life did their utmoſt to ſerve 
God, and now form the general Aſſembly 
that are written in Heaven; Or the Chri- 
ſtan Church diſtinguiſhed from the Few ſh. 

The Jewiſh was confined to One people, 
_ diſtinct in this, as well as in their civil Po- 
lity, from all others; the Chriſtian breaks 
down the Partition Wall, comprehends 
all Mankind, and will, before the gene- 
ral Conſummation, prevail over all Na- 


tions, People, and Languages; and the 


Kingdoms of the World be, one and all, 
the Kingdom of Chriſt. — According to 
others, it ſignifies, that part of the uni- 
verſal Church which now exiſts, as di- 
ſtinguiſhed from that which went before, 

or 
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or ſhall be after it. And Laſtly, which 
indeed is the beſt Senſe, that which is vi- 
ſible upon Earth, in an outward Profeſ- 
lion of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and an ex- 


ternal Communion of the Word and 
Sacraments. 


Ihe next Article is, The Communion of 
Saints. This too has been conſidered in 
various Senſes. The beſt, and moſt ufual- 
ly received, is, that by the Communion 
of Saints are to be underſtood the Mem- = 

bers of Chriſt, united to him as their 1 
Head, and governed by the ſame Laws, 
fo that they being many are one Body in 4 

. Chriſt, and all of them Members one of ano- 4 
ther. And if fo, it muſt be the Duty of 4 
all Chriſtians to preſerve this Unity in i 
the Bond of Peace, mutually to aſſiſt, 
comfort, and inſtruct, one another; in 
ſhort, to love as Brethren, having one Mind, | 
and one Mouth, forbearing one another, and _ 7 
forgiving one another, even as God for Chriſt's My 
fake hath forgiven them. 4 
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When in the next place we ſay, we be- 


lieve in the Forgiveneſs of Sins, we mean, 
that, till our bleſſed Saviour came to deli- 


ver us from it, we were all under the Do- 


1 NA $i 3 * $a 


minion of Death, and that through his 
Merits only we are redeemed from it. 


This ſhould remind us of what he re- : 


quires of us previous to this Redemption, 
and It 1s, to be baptized in his Name, to 
perform the promiſes made at our Bap- 
tiſm, and, whenever we ſhall have tranſ- 
greſſed one Duty, to return to it with 


true Repentance, and ſteady Reſolutions 


to perform it for the future. 


And this leads me to the next Article, 


the Reſurrection of the Body. This 1s add- 


ed, becauſe, though many before the 
Goſpel, from obſerving the Powers of 
the Scul, were able to collect its Immor- 
tality, no one ever conceived the like of 
the Body: This was ſeen to die, to de- 
cay, to diſſolve : that it ſhall hereafter a- 
riſe, and once more unite with the Soul, 1s 


the doctrine of en, only, which 


would 
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Of the Chriftian Faith. 45 
would have been deemed impoſſible had 


it not been effected in the Perſon of Chriſt, 
and never could have been expected in 
in Our's, if He had not ſaid, becauſe I 
live, Ye fhall live alſo. He aroſe from the 
dead to give an irreſiſtable Teſtimony to 
the Truth of his Doctrines, as well as his 
Divinity; and thereby we are aſſured that, 
when Chriſt, who is our Life ſhall appear, 
We alſo ſhall appear with him. 


And now comes the laſt of theſe Ar- 


ticles, The Life everlaſting. It is placed 
the laſt, and immediately follows the Re- 


ſurrection of the Body, becauſe, although 
it is poſſible both the Puniſhments of 
the wicked, and the Rewards of good 
Men, may in ſome Degree commence 
from the Article of Death; the one in 
the Expectation of ſevere Torments at 
hand, the other in the comfortable Aſſu- 
rance of approaching Felicities, yet the 
Conſummation of neither will be till the 
General Reſurrection. But that, which 
we are principally to regard in this Ar- 
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ticle, is the word, everlaſting. Whatever 
be the Puniſhment of the wicked, or the 
Reward of good Men, both, we are told 
in Scripture, will be everlaſting. — What 
then are the Pleaſures of Sin, that for 
them, which laſt but for a Moment, we 
ſubject ourſelves to Miſery without End: 
Or what the little Difficulties in our War- 
fare againſt it, when for Theſe we ſhall 
be crowned with Happineſs eternal! 


I have now gone through the ſeveral 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith: and am 
next, as a Catechiſt, to aſk, What deft. 
thou chiefly learn in theſe Articles of thy Be- 
lief? to which you anſwer, Firſt, I learn 
to believe in God the Father, who hath made 
Me, and all the World. Secondly, in God 


the Son, who hath redeemed me and all Man- 


kind. Thirdly, in God the Holy Ghaſt, who 


ſanfifieth Me, and all the ele people of 


God (,. This Anſwer, which is pre- 


Pared to your hands, will enable you to 


recollect them, and the oftner you recol- 


"lect 
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lect them, the more you will underſtand, 
and profit by them. 


I ſhould now P! to the Third 
thing promiſed for us at our Baptiſm, 


which is, that we ſhould keep God's holy 
Will and Commandments; but this I poſt- 


pone. At preſent I recommend to you, 
as a proper Concluſion of this Lecture, to 
be very cautious how you lend an Ear to 
thoſe, who would corrupt your Faith : 
There are many in theſe days, and there 
have been many from the firſt preaching 


of Chriſtianity, who would turn aſide, if it 


were poſſible, the very ele} : beware of them, 
and hold faſt the Profeſſion of your Faith 
without wavering. Your Belief, or Creed, 
is the Form of ſound words delivered to the 
Saints: Whenever you repeat it there- 
fore, beg of God 70 continue you in This 
Faith : and I cannot recommend to you a 
better Form than that, which the Father 
of the Child, who had a dumb Spirit, 
made uſe of, Lord, ] believe, help thou mine 
Unbeltef. _ 
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E are now advanced tb the Third 

thing promiſed in our Names at 
Baptiſm, namely, that we ſhould keep God's 
Holy Will and Commandments. "Theſe Com- 
mandmens are, in Number, Ten, as ſet 
forth in the 2oth Ch. of Exodus (a). 
and may either be conſidered as contain- 
ed in Tuo Tables, in the Form they were 
delivered to Moſes (b), or as they have 
Two principal Objects; our Duty towards 
God, and our Duty towards our Neigh- 
bour. The Firſt Table, or the four firſt 
Commandments, relate to God; and the 


Second, or remaining Six, to our Neigh- 
bour (e ). 


They were delivered to Moſes, and 
from him to the Children of Iſrael; but 
they are full as binding to us; becauſe 
* are of a moral Nature: whatever | is 

E ſuch, 
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co Of the Firſt Table 
ſuch, whether the Precept of an Heathen, 


or the Religion of a Jew, our Saviour 
came not to deſtroy, but to fulfil. 


The Firſt of theſe Commandments 
 comprehends theſe Two Doctrines; that 
there is a God, and that there is but One. 


That there is a God, is manifeſt from 
the Light of Nature. The Beauty, the 
Order, the Harmony, the great Wiſdom 
in accommodating every thing to Itſelf, 
and others; with irreſiſtible force make 
us ſee, and acknowledge, this Truth. — 
That there is but One, appears from that 
Simplicity, and Uniformity, of Defign 
which are manifeſt throughout his Works. 
—- But we need not truſt to the Light of 
Nature, and Reaſon; for, although Theſe 
would fatisfy moſt Minds, Revelation 
muſt ſatisfy all. To your Bible I ſend 
you, better far than all other Oracles; 
hear That, and it will tell you We are all 
his Offipring. And that the Lord, He is 
God, and there is none beſide him. , 

— This 


CHE IS. 4 i 4&1 ($4 ACS. Þ 5% 


1 


of the Commandments. 51 


This Commandment therefore forbids 
all Idolatry, confines our Worſhip to the 
true God, and as it condemns the Atheiſt, 
who believes or pretends to believe, in 
none, ſo it condemns thoſe who worſhip 
more than one. Of th.s kind are all thoſe, 
who, like Antient Rome, fall down to the 
ſtock of a Tree, and thoſe, who, like . 
Modern Rome, worſhip Saints and An- I | | 
gels, the Virgin Mary, and Relicks. In = 
this View of the Commandment, We, who 
are Proteſtants, that is, we, who are of 3 
the reformed Church, and broken looſe 9 f 
from the Errors and Corruptions of Po- 4 


pery, are but little concerned. But there | | : 
is the Spirit, as well as the Letter; and ) 

every one of us ſhould conſider, whether * 
this our Belief has been, and is, ſucceed- 8 
ed by a ſuitable Practice. It may be, 1 + 
have not diſbelieved the being of God ;— 3 
I have not paid Adoration to any other.— ; | 
But have I paid due Adoration to Him? 4% 
Have I ſerved, have I worſhipped, have 'o 
J loved, that One? Have I done it with  _ | 14 
all my heart, and with all my mind, with 9 of 
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all my ſoul, and with all my ſtrength ? 
Have I not ſuffered the pleaſures of the 
World to ſtep m between Him and Me? 


Have I not truſted. in Man for defence, 
or ſet aſide my Maker to pay Court to 
Him? Have I not been more afraid to 


loſe a Great Man's Favour than His; and 


raſhly adventured to make what I knew 


to be my Duty give place to Intereſt ? 
Have I never robbed him of his due Ho- 
nour, and, fluſhed with Succeſs, been 
tempted to think, and raſh enough al- 
moſt to ſay, by My Strength, and by the 
Power of My hands, have I done this? 


All Theſe and more Reflections ariſe 
from this Commandment, and ſhew plain- 
ly, that meerly to believe there is a God, 
while that Belief operates not on our 
Practice, leaves us little better than A- 
theiſts, is not half of what is required, 


and therefore cannot 3 ſave us. 


As the Firſt Commundinent n 
the e of any falſe God, the . 
7 
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of the Commandments. 53 
of the Second is to prevent our worſhip- 
ping the true in a wrong, and improper, 
manner. God 1s a Spirit, and they, who 
worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit 
and in Truth. All Repreſentations of 
him by ſenſible Objects derogate from 
His Nature, and debaſe Our's. But in 
this reſpe& alſo we Proteſtants are not, 
at firſt View, concerned. I paſs it by 


therefore to make room for one or two 


Obſervations. There are ſeveral Paſſages 
in this Commandment, which are gene- 
rally miſunderſtood, and theſe I _ en- 


Wender to explain. 


The Firſt of them is, I the Lord thy 
God am a jealous God. By this we are not 
to underſtand that kind of Jealouſy, which 


we ſee in earthly Princes: In them it a- 
riſes from a Poſſibility that their Autho- 


rity may ſuffer Diminution. But this 
cannot be the caſe with God; we cannot 
profit, nor hurt him; and therefore, in 
that Senſe, he cannot be ſaid, to be jea- 
Jous. No, he is jealous for our ſakes, 
| E 3 not 
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not his own : jealous leaſt, as Idolatry 
naturally leads to other, and many Im- 
moralities, withdraws us from true Vir- 
tue and Holineſs, and betrays us into 
vile Superſtitions; by giving the Honour, 
due to him, to graven Images and other 
Miſrepreſentations, to Pictures and Re- 
licks, we ſhould haveour Notions corrupt- 
ed, and our Wills and Aﬀections diverted 
from the beſt, and nobleſt, to the worſt, 


and * Worthy, of all Objects. 


The next Expreſſion, that ſeems to 
need Explanation, is this, Viſiting the Sins 
of the Fathers upon the Children, unto the 


third and fourth Generation. This appears, 


at firſt, irreconcileable with our Notions 
of God, of whom we cannot help con- 
ceiving Ideas of infinite Juſtice, and infi- 


nite Mercy: and again, it is directly con- 


tradictory to his own Declarations. (See 
Ezek. Ch. 18.) To remove therefore the 
wrong Impreſſions, which this poſſibly 
may have made upon weak and illiterate 


perſons, I muſt deſire you to obſerve, that 


the 
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the Sentence is not- compleat unleſs you 
add, of them that hate me, or as it is in the 
original, of themhating me, continuing, that 
is, in their Fathers Sins, hating, deſpiſing, 

and diſobeying me, as they did. If Chil- 
dren do this, they are juſtly obnoxious 
to their Fathers Puniſhment; but when 
they act otherwiſe, they will not ſuffer 
for their Fathers Sins, but be viſited for 
their own only: agreeably to what we 
read in the Prophet above cited, and 
particularly in theſe Words, The Son ſha 
not bear the Iniquity of the Father, r 
Pall the Father bear the Iniquity of the Son 
the Soul that Auen, It ſhall die. 


This clears up the Senſe of theſe Paſ- 
ſages, and prepares us to receive, and re- 
ly, on the next following; Shewing mercy 
unto thouſands in them that love me, and keep 
my Commandments. — What an amiable 
Impreſſion doth this leave upon us, and 
what an Idea doth it give of the divine 
Goodneſs, and Mercy, which, while his 
Juſtice extends in puniſhing no farther 
E 4 than 
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than the third or fourth generation, 
Protracts itſelf in bleſſing to Thouſands! 


This, I think, is all that need be ſaid 
upon this Commandment, unleſs it be to 
propoſe to Ourſelves a few ſober Que- 
ſtions. As for Inſtance. It is true, I do 
not repreſent God under ſenſible Images, 
and ſo far I tranſgreſs not this Com- 
mandment: but have I not formed wrong, 
and unbecoming, Conceptions of him ? — 
If I have not, farther than from the Na- 
ture of a finite Being I could not avoid, 
have I behaved towards him agreeably to 
my Conceptions ? — Do I always act as 
conſcious that I ſtand in his ſight, and 
like one perſuaded that the wicked are an 
Abomination to him, and the righteous 
only his Delight ? — Do I approach him 
with reverence both in public and pri- 
vate? — Have I, in all places, and at all 
Hours, an awful Senſe of his Majeſty, 
and is it the Study, and Ambition, of my 


Life to recommend my ſelf to Him? 
Theſe, 


of the Commandments. 5 


Theſe, and many ſuch, Reflections 
will ariſe to us, when we conſider the 
Second Commandment in its due Lati- 
tude, but they muſt, in great meaſure, 
be left to Ourſelves. I proceed therefore 
to explain to you the Third. 


This is intended to preſerve in our 
Minds a conſtant reverence for our Maker; 


ſo that, after we have been taught to ac- 


knowledge him to be God, and worſhip 
him in a right manner, we ſhould never 
mention his holy Name without honour : 
We muſt eſteem it ſacred, and religiouſly 


_ abſtain from all Abuſe, and Profanation, 


of it (. 


The firſt of theſe is, proſtituting it to 
the purpoſes of Deceit; the moſt flagrant 
of which 1s Perjury: — the next is, raſh 
ſwearing in common converſation, care- 
leſſly and wantonly invoking the great 
God of Heaven, upon any light and tri- 
vial Occaſion, — A third is, Swearing by 
other things or Perſons without mention- 
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ing Him. This many look upon to be 


innocent; but I would have them ob- 


ſerve two Truths; the one is, that by 
this Cautiouſneſs it is plain they can for- 
bear ſwearing, if they will; the other is, 
that ſwearing by any Creature is virtually 
{wearing by the Creator ; this our bleſſed 


Saviour was pleaſed to declare, and to 


explain upon the Mount; Whoſo fweareth 
by the Altar, fweareth by it, and all things 
thereon; and whoſo ſweareth by the Temple, 


fweareth by it, and by him who dwelleth 


therein: And he that ſhall ſiwear by Heaven, 


feweareth by the throne of God, and by him 
20 fitteth thereon. And therefore he gives 


us this Commandment, Swear not at all, 


Next to Swearing 15 prohibited that 
common, but diabohcal, fin of Curling : 
and let him, who is addicted to it, recol- 


lect the following paſſages; let him look 


into them as he would into a Glaſs ; he 
will ſee his own Features in both: he lo- 
eth not bleſſing, therefore ſhall it be far from 
him; bis delight is in curfing, and it fhall 

happen 
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happen unto him; It ſhall be even as the 
Girdle that he is akway girded withal. That 
is, the Curſe of God ſhall fall upon him, 
ſhall never depart from his houſe, but 
ſhall conſtantly purſue him to the end 


of this Life, and in that which is to 
come. 


The next thing forbidden, in the third 
Commandment, is profane, and blaſphemous 
Talking. Many men, who dare not be 
wicked in Deed, are abominably fo in 
what they ſpeak: but let all ſuch remem- 
ber what the Scripture tells them; by zhy 
words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words 
thou ſhalt be condemned. Let them hear 
farther what the Evangeliſt ſays, Every 
idle word that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall 
give account thereof in the day of Judge- 
ment. — And if this be true, what muſk 
They expect, who take every opportuni- A 
ty to ridicule God, and Religion, to the : 9 
ſcandal of all ſober Chriſtians, : and indeed, 
of common Senſe! 


The 
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The making raſh Imprecations and Vows is 
e breach of this Commandment. 
Whoever is guilty of this muſt be con- 
vinced that he prays for, or vows, either 
what is falſe, or unlawful; or what is 
vain, and unprofitable. He, who is guil- 
ty of the firſt of theſe, does the greateſt 
Deſpite to God and Religion: he beſides 
breaks in upon prior and unalterable ob- 
ligations not to do, or wiſh done, the 
things he vows to do, or prays for: And 
he who commits the latter, vows, or 
prays, out of meer wantonneſs: that is, 
he makes God a Party in a matter ſo 
trifling, that, were he to take the ſame 
liberty with a fellow- Creature, he would 
be chaſtiſed for it. Shameful, thus to 
offend our Maker, our Redeemer, and 
our Judge; while we are kept in awe by 
one another, by a Man that is a Worm, 
and the Son of Man that is a Worm ! 


E e CFC * 
* 


. But if none of theſe conſiderations will 
deter him, let him take warning by the 
example of Jephtha, who, by the raſhneſs 

| * 
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of his Vow, doomed his Daughter to 
Death, and himſelf to a Life of Miſery. 

Let him alſo not forget the Fews, who, 
by their Imprecation before the condem- 
nation of the blefled Jeſus, when Pilate 
waſhed: his Hands, and declared himſelf 
innocent of his Blood, cried out, his 
Blood be on us, and on our Children. It fell 
on them, and their poſterity, and to this 
hour viſibly purſues them with unremit- 
ted ſeveri 11). 


1 go on to the Fourth Commandment, | 
which is, Remember that thou keep holy the 
Sabbath Day (g). 


| orf the Morality, and conſequently of 
our Obligation to obſerve this Precept, 
you muſt needs be convinced : for, al- 
though the appointment of One day in 
Seven, or of any particular day in pre- 
ference to another, 1s merely arbitrary, 
to be changed as Times, Circumſtances, 
and Occaſions, ſhall require, or as it ſhall 
pleaſe the original Inſtitutor to vary themy 


yet, 


* 
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yet, the Nature of it is Moral, the duties 
it requires Moral, and every Man, at 


every Age, and in every place, is bound 
to obey it. 


At its firſt Inſtitution it was given to 
the Jews, but the Intention of it is the 
ſame now as it was before Chriſtianity; 
namely, to ſerve and worſhip God, to 
benefit ourſelves and others in the nobleſt 
Inſtances, and to make all Creatures 
happy and at reſt with Mankind. The 
only Difference between the Jewiſh and 
the "Chriſtian Sabbath is in the Day, on 
which it is celebrated. The Jews conſe- 
crated to it the Seventh Day of the week, 
in commemoration of God's reſting from 
his works E). And we ſet apart for it 
the Firſt, in remembrance of the Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt on that Day (1). But 
this alters not the Moral Nature of it ; 
that continues the ſame with reſpect both 
to us, and them. This is very evident, 
and the Utility and Advantages of it wil 
foon be as much ſo. WT 

6 Such. 
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Such, and ſo great, are the Utility and 


Advantages of this Inſtitution, that our 


Creator, in injoining it, gave the greateſt 
Inftance of univerſal Benevolence. For 
has he not by this means provided, that 
amidft the fatigues both of Mind and 
Body, which we all in ſome ſhape expe- 


rience, there ſhould be Time for Relaxa- 


tion, a proper Suſpence of Labour, and 
a neceflary recreation given to our weari- 
ed Faculties? To think, and to be wake- 
ful, is needful; to ſleep, and lay aſide 
Thoughtfulneſs, is ſo too: ſee a Man 
deprived of this, and you ſee an injured 
Machine; keep the Mind too long in- 
tent, and you find a Mad-man, or Ideot: 
on the contrary, indulge him too long i in 


Indolence, and he will be enfeebled, and 


hurt. In no Inſtance therefore are the 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God more ap- 
parent than in commanding the Sabbath, 
in which as much Reſt is required as is 
neceſſary for every good purpoſe, and not 
{nes wr. a bad one. 


* Neither 
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Neither is this confined to Mankind, 
but is extended even to Brutes, all ſuch I 
mean as are employed in our immediate 
Service. It is no fanciful Conceit, nor 
any Aﬀectation of ſtudied Refinement, to 
ſay that Theſe, if deprived of reaſonable 
reſpite from Labour, would much ſooner 
decay, and fink in value; every one up- 
on Experience finds, that to be a good 
Maſter to them, is to be a good Steward 
to himſelf. 


But this is not all the Intention of 
God in this precept: he means to teach 
us Mercy even to Brutes, and that, though 
we have a right to uſe the Creatures, we 
ought not to abuſe them. And ſure it 
goes farther, and tells us that if even 
Theſe, which in pride we look upon as 


made and fed only for us; if theſe are in- 


titled to ſo much Compaſſion, it is ſtill 
more out of Character, and a much great- 
er Offence, to deny it to thoſe whoſe Na- 
ture 18 the ſame with our own, and who, 

for 
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for the Offices they perform under us, 
and from whom we derive half our En- 
joyments, have a right to our Gratitude, 


Theſe are reaſons, that both We, and 


our Cattle, ſhould reſt one day in ſeven: 
but there are others beſide, and of a kind 
ſo intereſting, that, I hope, it will be ſuf- 


ficient to name them. The firſt 1s, that 


unleſs we retire, on the Sabbath, from the 
Buſineſs, the Hurries, the Pleaſures, and 
Impertinences, of this Life, we have no 


time to think of, and prepare for, the 


next. It is with our Spiritual, as it is 


with our Worldly, Concerns: if the man 


of Trade does not now and then take ac- 
count of his Stock, examine, and ſet 


down, his Dealings, compute his Loſſes, 
and his Gains, correct paſt Miſtakes, and 


think upon a Scheme to prevent future; 
the moſt inconſiderate man living will tell 
you, he will ſurely be ruined. The ſame 


is requiſite in our Spiritual Concerns, but 


this cannot be done every day, indeed it 
can then only be done, when we have no 
# Joh other 
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other Buſineſs, and all around, in like 
manner, engaged with themſelves, leave 


us diſengaged and at Leiſure. 


If Sundays therefore are to be Seaſons 
of Reſt, and ſuch excellent purpoſes are 


intended to be ſerved by them, it behoves 


us to employ this Reſt ſo, as beſt may 
anſwer theſe purpoſes. We are therefore 
to keep the Sabbath holy, we are to reſt, 


but it is from the Buſineſs of our ordina- 


ry Callings, in order to perform greater, 


and more eſſential, Duties: Theſe are to 


recollect ourſelves, and our Proſpects, 


and cultivate an Acquaintance with the 


perfecteſt Being; to praiſe him, to thank 
him, to pray to him, both in public and 
private, to converſe with good Men, and 
good Books; to ſhew ourſelves the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, by loving thoſe whom 


he loved, and manifeſting our Gratitude 


to him, by making them happy. 


But this is not all. Thou thyſelf art 


injoined this, and fo are thy Son and thy 


| Daughter, 


| of the Commandments, 67 
Daug Her, thy Man-Servant, and thy Maid- 


Servant, and the Stranger within thy Gates. 


All Parents and Guardians; all Maſters 


of Families, or Schools ; all who have 
Influence from their Profeſſions, Office, 
Situation, or Intereſt, muſt not only 


perform theſe Duties themſelves, but muſt 
endeavour to make others do the ſame. 


Nor let them deſpair of Succeſs in it; 
only let them take care to ſet the Ex- 
ample, and they will ſoon ſee it follow- 
ed, at leaſt within their own Gates. 


I ſhould now proceed to the Second 
Table, or that part of the Command- 


ments, which contains our Duty to our 


Neighbour, but this I ſhall wave, while I 
ſet before you a Review of a Sunday, as 
it is uſually obſerved, to our ſhame be it 
ſpoken, in this Chriſtian Country. Some 
are idly ſantering in the Fields; Others, 
which is moſt amazing Impudence, in the 
Streets, in the very Avenues to the Houſe 


of God: Some are drinking at Alehouſes, 


and perhaps, becauſe that is not bad 
* 2 enough, 
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enough, gaming: Some are on the Road, 
taking Journeys, which are not neceſſa- 
ry, and might as well be poſtponed : 
Others, in defiance of all Laws, human, 
as well as divine, exerciſing their Trades, 
or locked up in ſhameful Commerce with 
Mammon, and faying unto it, Thou art 
ny God. | | 


To check this in Ourſelves and Others, 
let us not forget, that the Sabbath is ob- 
ſerved in remembrance of our Saviour's 
Reſurrection ; that His Reſurrection 1s 
the forerunner and Aſſurance of Ours ; 
and that the State, which {hall commence 
from that Inſtant, will be happy or mi- 
ſerable, as we ourſelves ſhall make it, by 
our Behaviour in this World. It may be 
moſt glorious ; but in our road towards 
it, we have many Opponents, many 
Frailties and bad Tendencies, that ariſe 
from Ourſelves; and many Impediments, 
which we meet with from Others : great 
Care, and great Caution therefore are 
requiſite, and it behoves us much to re- 

member 
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member that, ſince it is not poſſible to 
be always on our Guard, the place of 
Safety, is the place of Retirement : One 
half of our Difficulties we by this may 
ſurmount ; we baffle Temptations by 
keeping out of their way, and when we 
muſt come in ſight of them, we meet 
them armed and forewarned. But do 
we thus attack them, or do they thus 
attack us, when we neither eſtimate their 
Strength, nor ours; when we will not 
give ourſelves time to prepare for them; 
| when we neither ſuſpect danger Abroad, 
nor ſeek the friendly ſhelter at Home ? 
He, who religiouſly keeps the Sabbath, 4 
will be ſheltered at Home, and ſuch Re- 


ſolution, ſuch Armour, will ariſe to him | 4 
thence, that, when the Avocations of Bu- | | 


ſineſs call him Abro-d, he will find his 11 
Feet to tread ſure; the Impreſſions of g 

Religion will be a Match for the World, i} 
and the Seventh day a ſecurity to the reſt 4 
of the Week, Af 
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might now proceed to ſhew the Con- 
_ ſequences of neglecting this Duty, but I 
'F am prevented in it by your own Reflec- 
| tions. Is it not the Confeſſion of half 
you ſee ruined : Is it not lamented by 
all you ſee executed, that they firſt for- 
ſook the Church on the Sabbath, and 
that then — Ged forſork Them? 
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Now proceed to explain the Second 
Table of the Commandments. This con- 


tas our duty towards our Neighbour, 


and ſets out with Honour thy Father, and 
roy Mother (a). 


Here It 1s to be obſerved, That the 


_ Commandment begins where Nature it- 


ſelf does: For although Chriſtianity doth 


inſpire a general Love, and Goodwill, nay, 


has bidden us 770 honour all Men, yet it 


doth not in the leaſt abate 'of that kind 


of Honour, which we pay our Parents, a- 
bove all others: they deſerve, and juſtly 


claim, it moſt. For this Reaſon it ſtands 


the Firſt in this Table. Another is, be- 
cauſe it has a Reward annexed to it, 
which none other has, namely, That 
thy days may be long in the Land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee. A third 
is, becauſe there 1s ſomething as it were 

„ divine 
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divine in the Object of it: for whereas, 
not to commit Murder, Theft, Adultery ; 
not to bear falſe Witneſs, 'nor to covet, 
is ſaid to be virtuous, to honour and 
15 our Parents is ſtyled pious. A fourth 

becauſe obedience to this Command- 
monk includes Obedience to many others, 


for, from hence we learn, and are natu- 


rally led, to apply it to other Relations, 
and to found in It the Baits of Govern- 


ment itſelf. 


This being premiſed, I will next conſi· 
der, how far the Obligation of this Com- 
mandment extends. And firſt, to honour 
our Father, and Mother, requires of us 
to make them ſuitable returns of Love, 
and Aſſiſtance, to reſpect their Authority 
over us, and to ſubmit to it; to have in 
remembrance what they have done and 
felt for us; that to their Care, under God, 
we owe our Preſervation in Childhood, 
our Maintenance, and Support, in Vouth, 
our Education and Eſtabliſnment in Life; 
that, b 7 their Inſtructions we have been 

guarded 
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guarded from Wickedneſs, by their Wiſ⸗ 
dom from Folly; by their Labour from 


Want, and by their Indulgence from 


Pain: In ſhort, that to them we are in- 
debted for moſt of our preſent enjoyments, 
and for our capacity to increaſe and en- 
large them. One principal Deſign of the 
Commandment is, to make us grateful; 

to make us ſtudy to give them as little 
Pain, and as much Pleaſure, as we can; 
to be a Comfort, and a Stay, and a Cre- 
dit, to them. He can never be ſaid to o- 
bey this Commandment, who either brings 


down their grey Hairs with Sorrow, or 


does not rock their Cradle in Age. In 


their declining Age we muſt ſupport them, 
in their Neceſſities relieve them, in their 


| Sickneſs cheriſh them, in their Lives bleſs 
them, as they have bleſſed us, and in their 
Graves weep over them. 


And, what if it ſhould be the hard 
Fate of ſome to meet with Parents, who 
neglect their duty to them, this cannot 
cancel their's; we muſt ſubmit not only 
to the good and gentle, but alſo to the 

froward: 
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froward. By this and this only we may 
hope, that our days will be long, and 
that our Piety will return home to Our- 
ſelves: Experience will encourage us in 

the Expectation: for, how few undutiful 
Children become happy Parents, and how 


few are unhappy Parents, who were du- 
tiful Children! 


But this Commandment is not con- 
fined to our Natural Parents; it extends 
to many other Relations, ſuch as the 
King, who is the common Father of his 
Country: We are therefore to honour 
him, to ſerve him, and humbly obey him. 
It requires in the next place Submiſſion 
to Magiſtrates, to the Miniſters of God's 
Word and Sacraments, to Guardians, and 
Maſters. Farther, it requires it towards 
all our Betters, and challenges Reverence 
to the aged, Veneration to the wife and 
prudent ; Reſpect and Deference to the 
rich and powerful, but more eſpecially 
towards thoſe, in whatever ſtate they are 
placed, that excel us in Virtue, and ſet 
good Examples. 

The 
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The next Commandment is, Thou ſhalt 
do no Murder? The firſt and principal 
Breach of this is, wilfully deſtroying the 
Life of another : and it 1s forbiden, firſt, 
becauſe it is committing a Robbery upon 
God, and taking away by Force, what he 
only has a right to diſpoſe of : and Se- 
condly, becauſe it is depriving another of 

the moſt valuable of human Poſſeſſions. 
For theſe reaſons, as well as on Account 
of the Injury, which Society receives in 
lofing one of its Members, we find that 
God allowed no ſatisfaction for the Life 
of a Murderer : Other Crimes might be 
commuted for by Sacrifice and Retribu- 
tion; other Offenders might lay hold on 
the Altar, but the Murderer could be 
taken from thence (See Exod. Ch. 21.)— 
By the Law of Nations too he was ad- 
judged worthy of the greateſt Puniſhment, 
no leſs than Life for a Life. And thus we 
find that, when the Viper faſtened on the 
hand of St. Paul, upon his coming aſhore 
at Melita, the Barbarians inſtantly con- 
cluded, that no doubt he was a Murderer, 


4 Whom 
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whom though he had eſcaped the Sea, yet Ven- 
geance ſuffered not to hive. 


| Next to the Murder of e 18 * 
bidden Se - Murder: the Guilt of which 
ariſes from ſome of the Circumſtances a- 


bove mentioned; namely, no one has a 
right to anticipate the Call of God, or 1 
i} diſpoſe of his Gift : and again, no one is F 
| Y at liberty to withdraw himſelf from his : 
| . Family, his Relations, his Neighbour, 1 
k i nor, indeed, from the Public; all which ; 
; 'F ©. are intitled to his Help and Aſſiſtance, 1 
iF and have an Intereſt, and a Right, in his 
i Life. 
1 6 | 
1 Thus far the Commandment is found- 


; 5 ed in Morality, and the common Senſe of 
| Mankind, and the Letter of it marks the 
Extent of it. But Chriſtianity carries it 
- farther, and we tranſgreſs it, though in a 
leſs, yet in a very culpable, degree, when- 
ever we injure, or give pain, to another 
Man's Perſon; whenever we tempt him 
to exceſſes, that impair his Health, and 
ſhorten 
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ſhorten his Life; whenever we indulge 


in Luxury, and ſhorten our own. In 
brief, whenever we tranſgreſs the bounds 
of Temperance, and uſe not all poſſible 
means to protect, preſerve, and lengthen 
out, both our own Life, and the Life " 


our Neighbour. 


Thus much for the Sixth Command- 
ment. The next is, Thou ſhalt not com- 
mit Adultery (c). The Crime here for- 


bidden was puniſhed, even by Heathens, 
with Death; and no wonder ; for next 


to Murder this is the greateſt Injury we 


can do another. And as in Murder the 
Injury is not confined meerly to the Ob- 


ject, but ſpreads itſelf far and wide, fo 
Adultery draws along with it an horrid 
Train of Evils. It ſeparates the neareſt 


Relations, deſtroys all Connexions, and 
the beſt of Friendſhips, lays the Founda- 


tion of inextricable Confuſions, impla- 


cable Diſſenſions, occaſions Murders, and 
the moſt tragical Events, and poiſons all 
that Confidence in a genuine Iſſue, which 
animates 
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animates our Endeavours to provide for 
it. Nor is this an Evil of a private Na- 
ture; it deſtroys that ſacred Cement that 
links us together in Amity, and is the 
Soul of Society. The Adulterer 
therefore is not an Enemy to one Man, 
or two Men, but to Mankind in general: 
For this reaſon it is that, by the Law of 
Maſes, both the Adulterer and Adultereſs 
were ſentenced to Death: and hence it 


comes to pals that, in the Goſpel, it is poſi- 


tively declared that Whoremongers and A- 
dulterers God will judge. — That the Lord 
knoweth how to reſerve the unjuſt unto the 
day of Jud. gement, but chiefly them that walk 
after the Fleſh in the Luſt of Uncleanneſs. — 

That becauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath 


of God upon Mankind. — And again, that 


no Wi boremonger, nor unclean perſon, bath 
any Inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt, and 


of God. And the Apoſtle repeats it with 
great Earneſtneſs and Solemnity, or the 
which I tell you before as T have alſo told you 


in time paſt, that they who do ſuch things 
| ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 


Bur, 
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But, as in the preceding Command- 
ment, many leſſer Crimes are prohibited, 
| beſides the capital one, which is Murder, 
ſo in this many are forbidden, beſides A- 
dultery. Ye have heard, ſaid our Saviour, 
that it was ſaid by them of old time, thou 
ſhalt not commit Adultery : but I ſay unto 
you, whoſoever looketh upon a Woman to luſt 
after her, hath committed Adultery with her 
in his heart. We muſt therefore watch, 


and correct, our very Inclinations to this 
Vice, as the only Means to preſerve us 


from leſſer Acts of Incontinence ; for theſe 
alſo are forbidden, as well as the other. 
Theſe are baſe and beaſtly ; occaſion Sick- 
neſs, and Infirmities ; entail drſeaſes on 
an innocent Poſterity, and are certain in- 
ſtruments to bring us to Poverty and Diſ- 


grace. Take heed therefore how you in- 


dulge a looſe Deſire, how you ſuffer it to 
ſtay a Moment with you : think not you 
may trifle with Virtue ; the Tranſition to 
Vice is eaſy; the Partition between them 
not ſo ſtrong as you think it. Again, as 


your mn ſhould be modeſt, ſo 
ſhould 


and under Subjection; remember alſo, 
that for every idle word ye muſt give an Ac- 


with Death. The next 1s, ſtealing by 


Plunder and Diſtreſs. Here alſo, as in 
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ſhould your Words ; remember that your 
Bodies are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
your greateſt glory to keep them pure, 


count : And theſe, together, will teach you 
to walk honeſtly, as in the Day, not in 
Chambering, and Wantonneſs ; but, lay- 
ing aſide Naughtineſs and filthy ſpeaking, 
poſſeſs your Veſſel in Sanctification and 
Honour. 


The Eighth Commandment is, Thou 
ſhalt not ſteal (d). The firſt thing for- 
bidden in this Commandment 1s, robbing 
by Violence. This, by the Law of Na- 
tions, 18 infamous, and to be puniſhed 


Fraud and Secrecy : and the reaſon for 
prohibiting Both is, that were they uni- 
verſally practiced, there could be no Pro- 
perty, no Security, no Encouragement 
to honeſt Induſtry, no Peace, but the 
world would be a ſcene of general Rapine, 


other 
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other Commandments, the Prohibition 
extends to diverſe Offences which branch 
from the capital one, partake of its Na- 
ture, and will ſhare in its puniſhment. 
Such are, uſing falſe Weights, and Mea- 
ſures ; over-reaching in Bargains; taking 
advantage of the Ignorance, the Foible, 
or Neceſſities, of Others: Such alſo is, 
withholding from another what 1s juſtly 
his due, though what he cannot legally 
recover; neglecting to pay our juſt Debts, 
or contracting. more than we can reaſon- 
ably hope to diſcharge. He, who offends 
in any of theſe particulars, ſteals; and 
ſo does he who, though he avoids tranſ- 
greſſing the meer Letter of the Law, acts 
not up to the Spirit, and Intention, of 
it: the Intention of it is, that with the 
fame Meaſure we would have our Neigbbour 
mete to us, we mete to him; that we guard 
and protect his property, as we would 
have our own be protected, and, if we 
have formerly injured it, that we make 
Retribution. All this is included in the 
Commandment; let him therefore who ſtole, 

| 2 feal 
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fleal no more; but rather let bim labour, © 


neecdetb. The Man who, from fear of 


and Eighth have guarded the Life, and 


working with his hands the thing which is 
good, that he may have to give to him that 


Poverty, or, which 1s oftener the Caſe, 
from reluctance to Induftry, ſuffers him- 
ſelf to be drawn into Theft, is ſure to 
meet with Shame and Puniſhment here, 
and never will arrive at that New Heaven 
and New Earth, wherein dwelleth Righte- 


ouſneſs. 


The Ninth Commandment is, Thou 
ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy Neigh- 
bour (e). This cannot be tranſgreſſed in 
the firſt and capital Senſe without Perju- 
ry, the ſinfulneſs of which was ſhewn in 
the preceding Lecture; the Command- 
ment therefore ſeems to intend, and pre- 
vent, a Crime different from that. In- 
deed it means, after the Sixth, Seventh, 


Property of our Neighbour, to preſerve, in 
the next place, his Reputation. Next to 
our Life and Property, this is our moſt 

valuable 
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valuable poſſeſſion; if our Life depends 
not upon it, our Property oftentimes 
does, but where there is a due Senſe of 
Honour, this is even dearer than Life: 
he therefore, who deſignedly blaſts ano- 
ther's good name, commits an Act of 
Cruelty, as well as Injuſtice; and the 
Criminality of it is increaſed by this Cir- 
cumſtance, that he hurts another, at the 
ſame time he doth not ſerve himſelf by it: 
It is the Act of the Devil, the grand AcC- 
cuſer, as his Name ſignifies, and there- 
fore it is very ſinful, with regard to our 
Neighbour. With regard to God, It is 
aſſuming his Province : who art thou, that 
judgeſt another's ſervant? to his proper Ma- 
er he ſtandeth or falleth. We are not to 
condemn where the Judgment is God's, 
nor paſs a Cenſure on others, till we have 
Authority for it. But what do we, when 
in private or public? we indulge in Slan- 
der and Backbiting; in Whiſperings, and 
Miſrepreſentations, in evil Surmiſings and 
Ridicule? Is this Chriſtian think ye? Is 
it even Moral? No, it is neither of them. 
. Let 
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Let us not pretend to Humanity; that is 
too good-natured to do it. Let us not 
pretend to Religion; that deteſts it.— Let 
us not pretend to Good - breeding; that 
would bluſh at it. Let us not pretend to 
Wit; true Wit is above it. Tis Tinſel, tis 
Traſh; tis a Littleneſs of Soul; tis a bad- 


neſs and depravity of Heart; and yet it 


poiſons every Converſation. For our own 


ſakes let us put it away from us, we are 


not ſafe while this Spirit is abroad; we 
can have no Friendſhips, we can . no 
Neighbourhood; we can have no Peace. 


Here ſome perhaps will aſk, although 
I may not ſay what is falſe of my Neigh- 
bour, may I not ſpeak what is true? No, 
you are not to do that, if that be againſt 
him: If you require of me, why you may 
not, I anſwer, becauſe Charity, and this 
Commandment, forbid it. Charity 7s 


ind, it thinketh no Evil, much leſs doth 


it fpeak it: on the contrary, it covereth a 
 Multitude of Sins. Thefe are the Reaſons 
that in the Levitical Law Moſes enacted, 
that none ſhould go up and down as a Tale- 


bearer : 
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bearer: And that our bleſſed Saviour J 
gave us in charge, to judge not, that we be 
not judged. Let us learn therefore, to ſet 
a watch before our Mouth, and to keep the 

Door of our Lips; to take heed to our Ways, 
that we offend not with our Tongue: and to 
have imprinted on our Memories, what 
the Apoſtle ſays, By thy Words thou ſhalt 
be juſtified, and by thy Words thou Halt be 
condemned. 


Thus much for the Ninth Command- 
ment. The Tenth is given to inforce 
our Obedience to all the reſt of this 
Table {f). It goes to the bottom, and 
begins, where all evil Actions begin, at 
the Heart. In order to prevent ſuch 
Actions, it corrects the Paſſions and Ap- 
petites, the firſt Motives and Inclinations 

towards them: without this Human Na- 
ture is too corrupt and irreſolute to with- 
ſtand Temptations. If a Man will ſuffer 
himſelf to be governed by Hatred, and a 
Thirſt for Revenge, he will ſoon be 
guilty of Murder, notwithſtanding a Law 
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to the contrary: — if he will fan his 


Luft and forbidden Defires, from com- 


mitting Adultery in his Heart, he will 
commit it in Fact. — if he covets the pro- 


perty of his Neighbour, he will by and 


by ſteal it. — If he views with envious 
Eyes his Eſtimation in Life, he will ſa- 
crifice Truth, and every thing virtuous, 
to detract from it. But let him once 
learn the Art of Contentment, and that 


noble Maſtery over himſelf, which diſtin- 


guiſhes Human Kind from the Brutes, 
and 1s our beſt- and moſt eminent Cha- 
racter, and he will have no ſuch Temp- 
tations. This in general, ſhews the Rea- 
ſonableneſs, and Excellence, of this Com- 
mandment. With regard to Particulars, 
it is calculated to promote the happineſs 
both of our Neighbour, and Ourſelves: 
of our Neighbour, becauſe, while we 
neither covet his Property, his Reputa- 
tion, or Pleaſures, we ſhall not endea- 
vour to deprive him of any one of them: 
Of Ourſelves, becauſe it will rid us of the 
moſt uneafy „ we can be placed 

5h 
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in, a ſituation we reſolve to diſlike : yet 
this 1s the ſituation of all who harbour 
the Monſter Envy, draw inviduous com- 
pariſons between what 1s, and what might 
have been, and for Happineſs look be- 
yond Home. 


The Folly of this, one would think, 
would be ſufficient to preſerve us from 
coveting, but if this cannot, the Sinful- 
neſs of it muſt. And can it but be ſin- 


ful, as it is repining at Providence, and 


ſaying, Others have too much, while we 
have too little? Is it not to put ourſelves 
into the place of the Almighty, and to 
ſuppoſe that we ſee as far into the Reaſon, 
and Juſtice, of things, our own Nature, 
and the Nature of Others, as he does, 
who is infinite in Wiſdom? Is it not, in 
the laſt place, the higheſt Ingratitude? 
For who is there that liveth, and doth 
not receive many Bleſſings in this Life, 
which he doth not deſerve, nor could 
procure for himſelf ? Are they not all of 
God, are they not all his Boon who g:veth 
freely all things, and upbraideth not ? | 
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I have now gone through the Com- 
mandments, and, I am ſure I may affirm, 
they are none of them grievous. On the 


_ contrary, they are like every other thing 


which 1s required, or forbidden, by 
Chriſt, reaſonahle in themſelves, pleaſant 
in the performance, and productive both 
of publick and private Felicity. Very 
rightly therefore doth our Church teach 
us to beg of God 70 write all thefe hi; 


Laws in our Hearts. What they are I have 
endeavoured to explain, but you cannot 


wiſh to have a better Summary of them 
than that, which 1s prepared for you in 
the Anſwers to theſe two Queſtions, viz. 
What is thy duty towards God? (g). And 
what is thy duty towards thy Neighbour? (HJ. 
And, I perſuade myſelf, you will want no 
Incitement to peruſe them frequently, 


when I add, that he, who will conſider 


them with Attention, cannot poſſibly be 
ignorant of his Duty to either of theſe 
Objects. To them therefore I muſt now 
leave you, and proceed, in the Courſe 
of theſe Lectures, to explain the Lord's 


| Prayer, 
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TT 


W E have now gone 9 the ſe- 


veral parts of the Chriſtian Co- 


venant, what is engaged for on the ſide 


of God, and what on Our's; have ſeen 
what it is to be made a Member of Chriſt, 


à Child of God, and an Inheritor of the king- 


dom of Heaven: and farther, what it is to 
renounce, the Devil and all his Works, the 


Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, 


and all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh; to be- 


lieve all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 


and to keep God's holy Will and Command- 
ments. And now it rightly follows, that we 


beg of God to enable us to perform theſe 


Duties. But firſt, the Catechiſt informs 


the young Chriſtian, that he 7s not able to 


do theſe things of himſelf, nor to walk in the 


Commandments of God, and to ſerve him, 


without his Grace; which Grace, he tells 


| him, he mu learn at all times to call for by 
diligent 
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go Of the Lord's Prayer. 
diligent Prayer ; and then bids him "Wy the 
Lord's Prayer. 


And here it is neceſſary, as St. Paul 
ſays, that we pray with the Underſtanding, 
and that every one, who makes uſe of the 
ſeveral petitions contained in it, ſhould 
know the Senſe and Intention of them ; 
for otherwiſe, our Prayer 1s meer Jargon, 
and, inſtead of an acceptable Service, be- 
comes Abomination. 


I proceed therefore to explain theſe 
Petitions. But firſt, it may be of uſe to 
make one or two Obſervations. 


Prayer is a Duty founded in Nature. 
We feel a thouſand Wants, and Infirmi- 
ties: We find ourſelves unable to ſupply, 
and correct them; yet they are ſupplied 
and corrected. This makes us look up to 
the Fountain of all Goodneſs and Power; 
and, at the ſame time it ſnews us, whom 
we are to praiſe for paſt Mercies, whom 
we are to pray to, for future. 

| - Secondly. 
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Secondly, as to the Matter of our Pray- 
ers. There is nothing requires our Deli- 
beration more than this. We know not 
what to pray for: many things we take 
to be Bleſſings, which are in themſelves, 
and in their end, Curſes : many we ap- 
prehend to be innocent, which are really 
criminal, Others there are which, though 
indifferent to good and evil, are yet im- 
proper Objects of our Wiſhes : and laſt- 
ly, there are ſome we are inclined to aſk, 
although we know them to be ſuch. But 
our bleſſed Saviour has prevented us, in 
all theſe Inſtances, and given us a Direc- 
tory, that points out to us, both what we 
ſhould pray for, and what we ſhould not 
pray for. els. 


But, ſuppoſing us right in the Matter 
of our Prayers, we may nevertheleſs err 
in the Manner of them. We may, like 
the Scribes and Phariſees, make longer 
prayers than are decent, as if Heaven 
could be won by the Length of them: 
Or, like ſome who diſſent from us, diſ- 

4 dain 
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dain to be confined to any ſet Form, and 
run into extempore Effuſions ; as if we 
may approach our Maker without Cere- 


mony, and, although we labour an Ad- 
dreſs to an earthly Prince, may neglect 


the Manner in which we addreſs God. 


But this too our bleſſed Saviour has 
guarded againſt, by furniſhing us with 


proper Inſtructions, How, as well as for 


what, we ſhould pray. And therefore, as 


the Diſciple did wiſely, when he beſought 
him in theſe Words, Lord, teach us to 


pray, ſo ſhall we do well to obſerve his 
Directions, when he replied, After this 


Manner pray ye. 


I proceed therefore to explain the ſeve- 
ral Petitions in the Lord's Prayer. 


The 


Lord's Prayer, ſo called, becauſe it was 


compoſed by him for the Uſe of his Diſ- 


ciples, begins thus, Our Father which art 
in Heaven. And hereby it directs us to 
the true and only Object of our Devotion, 
from the Sun, and Moon, and all the 


Hoſt of heavenly Bodies, from Stocks, and 
Stones, 
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Stones, from Saints and Angels to Him, 
who created them all, whoſe Servants 
they are, to God, the Father Almighty. 


It reminds us, Secondly, That he is 
our Father, the origin of our Being, the 
protector and preſerver of it; the Supply 
of our Wants, our help in diſtreſs, our 
ſupport in trouble, our friend, and all- 
gracious Benefactor. This Conſideration 
fills us with Gratitude, and the next with 
Awe: for who can addreſs this univerſal 
Father, and not recollect the infinite di- 
ſtance between Him, and the greateſt of 
Mortals? who, but muſt think humbly of 
himſelf, and conſider that he is but Duſt 
and Aſhes? that God is in Heaven, and 
He upon Earth? That therefore all the 
devotion, he can poſſibly expreſs in his 
Words and Actions, all the Reverence, he 
can ſhew in bodily worſhip, is due to him: 
that he is to approach him humbly, pe- 
tition him on his Knees, and call forth 
every power of Soul and Body in his 
Service ? 

It 
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It reminds us, farther, of that Place, to 
which we all aſpire; to have our Conver- 
ſation in Heaven; to ſeparate ourſelves, 
far as may be, from the things of this 
Life, and ſet our Affections upon * 
above. 


The Firſt * in the Lord's Prayer, 


thus underſtood, very naturally intro- 


duces the Second, Hallowed be thy Name. 


A due reflection on what went before will 


lead to this: for who can look up to God, 
and conſider him as that benevolent, and 
beneficent Being, from whom we receive 
all we enjoy at preſent, and all we wiſh, 
and humbly hope for, hereafter; as the 
Lord of Heaven, where he fits throned 
in Majeſty, and receives continual praiſes 

from innumerable Angels and Archan- 
gels, but muſt wiſh to join in their Hal- 
lelujahs? — Join with them hereafter we 
ſhall, and why not join with them now? 


Gladly we catch the ſound, and let us 


watt 1 it to the ends of the Earth: this, 
al” 
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and this only, can give us a foretaſte of 
fature beatitudes, and the more we hal- 


low his holy Name upon Earth, the more 
we. ſhall rejoice in it, in his glorious 
kingdom. 


And what doth this teach us, but to 


mention his Name with reverence, to 


honour Him, and all that relates to him; 
not to profane the one with ſwearing and 
curſing; nor the other with jeſting, and 
light talking; but in all things to ap- 


prove ourſelves the Servants of Him, 


whoſe Name is holy, and holieft of holies, and 


| hallowed throughout the world. 


The next Petition is, Thy Kingdom come. 
After being ourſelves convinced of the 
ory due to God, we charitably pray 
that all mankind may be the ſame; and 
we mean þy 1t, that his Religion may 
ſpread over the face of the whole Earth, and 
that all the kingdoms of the world may 
become the kingdom of God and his Chrif. 
Whoever therefore offers up this Petition, 
8 ö 
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in his power, to this End; by ſetting forth 


del, and untutored Indian; by uniting, if 


Coming ſhall be fulfilled, and his king- 
dom on Earth eſtabliſhed, Ve, and all 
thoſe who are departed this life, may have our 
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is indiſpenſably required to contribute, all 


an example of the chriſtian life, by in- 
ſtructing the ignorant, and reforming 
the Sinner; by bringing into light thoſe 
who ſit in darkneſs; converting the Infi- 


poſſible, all mankind in Love, bringing 
all, who diſſent from us, into the pale of 
Chriſt's Church, and healing the Divi- 
ſions among its Members: In ſhort, by 
propagating the Goſpel, in its genuine 
Spirit, both at Home and Abroad; and 
letting our Zeal in it keep pace with our 
Connexions, and Conqueſts. 


This is what is primarily fignified in 
the. Petition before us, and the next Senſe 
of it is, to uſe the expreſſion of our Bu- 
rial Service, that he would haſten his Ring- 
dom; that ſo, when the Ends of Chriſt's 


perfect Conſummation and Bliſs both in Body, 
| © and 
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and Soul, in the next; in that eternal 


kingdom prepared for his Servants en the 
beginning of the world. 


Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in 1 
Heaven. Here we pray, that Our obedi- 
ence may be like that of the holy Angels. 
Their obedience is uniform, and abſolute. 
This Our's cannot be, while we are con- 
verſant with an artful, and a wicked | _ 
World, and are as much inferior to them _ 
in our Powers, as we are in the Scale of Þ 
Beings; but in the ſame Senſe, as where | | x 
our bleſſed Saviour bids us to be perfe, __ 2 
even as our heavenly Father is perfect; ſo .J 
we are to underſtand this; and we pray, 4 
that Our obedience may be as like that of 
the holy Angels, as our Nature will ad- 
mit of; that we may ſerve God with all 

our Heart, and with all our Soul, and witb 
all our Strength: beyond this we cannot 
go; for if we did, we ſhould ceaſe to b . i 
Men, and commence Angels. In like bu 
manner, though we cannot be like Him, 90 
who 1 15 the ſame 188 and to r 
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| | and for ever; with whom is no variable- 
b neſs, neither ſhadow of changing; yet 


= we muſt endeavour after it, as much as is 

1 poſſible; We do not his Will on Earth 
as it is done in Heaven, while we ſerve 
him by Fits and Starts; we muſt remem- 
ber that what is our duty this minute, 
18 our duty the next, and to the end of 
our life; and as no Figure in Nature 
pleaſes ſo much as a Circle, becauſe it is 
uniform; ſo nothing recommends us 


Bi both to God, and all intelligent Beings, 
| 1 ſo much as an uniform courſe of acting: 

F . It ſhews we are conducted by Principle, 
i not Caprice; that we do not ſet up Baal 
1 againſt the Lord, nor halt between Two 
opinions. 

4 | | | 5 - 
"i The next Petition is, Give us this day 
$ our daily bread. This, in the firſt place, 


teaches us to moderate our Appetites, 
and reduce our Defires to an humble 
ftandard. What we fhall eat, or what we 
ſhall drink, or wherewithal we ſhall he chath- 


ed, 1s the concern of an Heathen, not of a 
| Chriſtian : 
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Chriſtian: theſe are His Principal goods; 
they are the leaſt of our's: if theſe are not 


in his poſſeſſion, he knoweth not whence 


to expect them; we know whence to ex- 
pect, and are ſure to receive them: He 
that. cloatheth the Field, we know, will 
cCloath Us: he that feedeth the Raven, 


will much more feed Man. This Peti- 
tion therefore teacheth us to reſt on his 


Providence, which will never fail to bleſs 
our honeſt induſtry, and to hear us when 
we pray with Agur, that he would feed us 
with food convenient for us, and aſk for no 
more. 


It teaches farther, not to extend our 
Solicitude, and take thought for the Morggw ; 
it 18. enough we provide for to-day ; to- 
morrow will be as to-day. So alſo it 
cautions us againſt all immoderate De- 
fires, tells us not to aſk for wealth, or 
power, or grandeur, to be cloathed in 
purple, and fare ſumptuouſly; but to con- 
fine our Petitions to what is neceſlary for 
our preſent health and convenience. 
9 2 And 
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And further, it. reminds us that, ſo long ; 
as God ſupplies us with theſe, we have 
all that is needful. This is not our re/t- 
ing place, we are but on the Road: if we 
have ſufficient to make that tolerably 
comfortable, 'tis well, 'tis enough ; we 
hope 10 paſs over Jordan, and there to 
have our Milk and Honey; till then, ſo long 
as we have Manna, let us be content. 
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The next thing, we pray ther is, the 
Forgiveneſs of our Sins. In many things 
we all offend, (for who is there that liv- 
eth and ſinneth not?) and who without 
forgiveneſs can eſcape puniſhment ? To 
obtain this for us, our bleſſed Saviour 
came upon Earth, ſuffered death upon 
the Croſs, and now ſitteth at the right 
hand of God, to make interceſſion for us. 
But here we muſt remember, that we are 
promiſed Forgiveneſs upon two expreſs 
conditions: the one is, that we truly re- 
pent of our Sins: and the other, that we 
forgive them that fin againſt us: Forgive 
us Our treſpaſſes, as, or in the ſame de- 
Free 
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gree as, we forgive them that treſpaſs a» 
gainſt us. There are no two things in alt 
the Scriptures expreſſed with more clear- 
nefs, with more force, and, I may add; 
more frequently than theſe are: As to 
the firſt of them, St. Luke ſays, except ye 
repent ye ſhall periſh : and as to the other, 
hear what our Saviour ſays, in the pa- 
rable of the unforgiving Servant; O*thou 
wicked Servant, I forgave thee all thy debt, 
becauſe thou defiredſ} me; ſpouldeſt not thou 
alſo have had compaſſion on thy fellow-ſervant, 
even as ] had pity on thee? Becauſe he had 
not, his Lord ordered him to be deliver. - 
ed to the Tormentors. And leſt we ſhould 
miſunderſtand and miſapply the parable, 
he explains it to us thus: So liæcuiſe ſhall 
my heavenly Father do alſo unto you, if ye 
from your hearts forgive not every one his 


Brother ther ale. 
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Of this we are reminded, ener we 
repeat this Petition; nay more, we ac- 
n the gd and the Rectitude 
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of it, and beg to be forgiven on this very 
Condition ; to do it therefore while in 
our hearts we treaſure up hatred, and a 
thirſt for revenge, is the greateſt inſult 
we can offer to God: it 1s telling him 
either that he knoweth not what paſſes 
within us; or, that we pay no regard to 
what he hath been pleaſed to declare. It 
is alſo the greateſt Folly with reſpect to 
Ourſelves : it is effectually to prevent the 
very good we pray for; it is deſiring, at 
the ſame time, that we may not be heard: 
nay, it is worſe, it is praying that we 
may not be forgiven. If therefore, (for 
I cannot conclude this better) thou bring 
thy Gift to the Altar, if either at Church, 
or in thy Cloſet, thou wouldeft offer up 
the Lord's Prayer, and there remembereji 
that thy brother hath ought againſt thee, ge 
thy way, firſt be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come, and offer thy Prayer. 


But to proceed. Lead us not into Temp- 
tation. How much we are expoſed to 
temptation, how much we are ſeduced by 

1 evil 
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evil and corrupt affections within; and 
by cuſtom, faſhion, habit, and examples 
without, we know by ſad Experience: 
we know alſo that our Enemy is vigilant, 
that he walketh about, ſeeking whom he may 
devour, and like a Lion lurketh in ſecret 
places to. murder the innocent. Many take 
no pains to withſtand him, few of us take 
much; but ſuppoſe we did, we are not 
ſufficient of ourſelves, our ſufficiency is 
of God : and therefore to him ſhould we 
pray, that we may be able to withſland 
in the evil day, and having done all to 
fland : that he would put upon us his 
whole armour ; reflection, fortitude, pru- 
dence, temperance, virtue, and piety, the 
breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, the ſhield of 
faith, the ſword of the Spirit. If we do 


this, he will hear us, he hath promiſed 


that, if we refiſs the Devil, he ſhall flee 
from us; and although he ſuffer us, for 
good and wiſe reaſons, to be tempted, he 
will not do it above that we are able to bear, 
but with the temptation he will alſo make a 
way to eſcape, that we may be able to bear it. 
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At all times therefore, and eſpecially 
when we find ourſelves wavering, ſhould 


we pray, as we are here directed, lead u; 
not into temptation ; that is, ſuffer us not 
to be led into it. For God cannot be 


tempted, neither tempteth he any Man 
but he may, and doth permit others, and 


eſpecially our own depraved hearts, to do 
it; and will, till we beſeech him to pre- 


vent it. Whenever therefore we ſay, lead 
uus not into temptation, we mean, do not 
judicially, and in Anger, give us a to 
| _ power of 1 it. 


But r us from Evil. That is, 


whenever we are tempted, let it be for 


our good, and not to our Deſtruction: 

let it be to approve us reſolute in his Ser- 
yice, determined to oppoſe the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, rather than Him; 
to ſacrifice the ſeeming pleaſures, and 
little intereſts of the World to his Service; 

to fight a good fight, to finiſh our Courſe, 


out, 
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out, like Silver FEES in the Fire, the 
e for every Trial. | 


'This we mean, or Would n mean, WAY 
ever we repeat this Petition ; nay more, 
we beg that God would deliver us from 
Pain, from Afflictions, and from Evil in 
general; but above all, from the greateſt, 
and the moſt fatal, the evil of Sin in this 

Life, and the certain unavoidable puniſn- 
ments that, without repentance, will ſuc- 
ceed it hereafter. 

«# 

T heſe are the things we are directed in 
this Form to pray for; and theſe, being 
explained, enable us to give a proper An- 

ſwer to the following Queſtion, Nhat 
defireſt thou uy God 7 in this Prayer? ( W 


And n now bee i is called, the 
Doxology. As Prayer is the conſequence 
of Want, ſo is Praiſe the conſequence of 
our want being ſupplied. Therefore as all 
of us hourly receive many bleſſings from 
God, we ſhould daily add to our Petitions 
che tribute of our gratefulleſt Praiſe. And 
wo | 1 
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indeed it is meet, right, and our bounden duty 


that we ſhould, at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty, everlaſting God! Therefore with 
Angels and Archangels, and with all the 
Company of Heaven, wwe laud and magnify 
thy glorious name; evermore praiſing thee 
and ſaying, holy, holy, holy Lord God of 


Hoſts ; Heaven and Earth are full of thy 


Glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord moſt high. 
We praiſe thee, we bleſs thee, we worſhip 
thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 


Almighty : and both in this preſent State, 


and in that which through thee we hope 
to inherit, thine be the Kingdom, and the 


Power, and the Glory, for ever, and ever. 


Thus have 1 gone through the ſeveral 


Petitions in the Lord's Prayer. At the 


end of which, as well as of the reſt of our 
Prayers, we ſay Amen, by which we con- 


elude our Requeſts not only with a Deſire 


to be heard, but to ſhew alſo that what 


comes thus from our Lips, comes firſt 


from 
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from our Hearts; that we have well con- 
ſidered what it is we are aſking, and are 
ſerious in it. To expatiate on the Excel- 
lency of this Compoſition, its propriety, 
and perſpicuity ; its brevity, and yet its 
comprehenſiveneſs; its benevolence, and 
great Uſefulneſs, is ſcarcely to be attempt- 
ed. I will therefore rather beg of you to 
uſe it frequently, at leaſt, every Morning 
and Evening: You cannot begin, or end 
the Day better, nor finiſh Life ſo well. 


1 0 encourage you to do this, I nr ed 
only add, that the eternal Son of God, 


© who was acquainted both with our 
e Infirmities, and their Cure; who knew 
e both what our Condition prompts us 
to aſk, and what his Father is willing 
to grant : He, by whoſe Merits we are 
redeemed, and through whoſe Name 
only we can expect to be ſaved, hath 
taught us Thus to pray: and ſince we 
offer up this Prayer by his Direction, 
we may reſt aſſured, it will be accepted 
throu gh his Interceſſion.“ 
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LECTURE VI. 


Am now brought to the Conchaficn wy 

the Church Catechiſm; have explain- 
ed the Chriſtian Covenant, the Chriſtian 
Faith, the Chriſtian Duties; and the Cbri- 
ftian Prayer: fo that you have had a ſum- 
mary View of ourReligion, and now need 
only to conſider the two principal Ordi- 


nances of it. Theſe you have ſet down 
in the Anſwer to the following Queſtion, 


How many Sacraments bath Ou rained. 
in his Church? 


The Jewiſh Diſpenſation was 92 — g 


with innumerable rites and ceremonies, 
and impoſed a Yoke, which neither the 
latter Jews, nor their Fathers, were able 
to bear; but our bleſſed Saviour has re- 
lieved us from it, exchanged it; for an 


eaſy and light burthen, and, inſtead of 


many principal Ordinances, has com- 
manded but Two (a). Theſe are Baptiſin. 


2 INN Y and 
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and the Supper of the Lord (b). Both theſe - 
are Sacraments; and, in order to under- 
ſtand them as ſuch, it is neceſſary to en- 
quire what is their Nature, or, in other 
words, what does properly conſtitute a Sa- 
crament, in contradiſtinftion to Rites of an 
inferior Rank? 


But, before I proceed to this, I judge 
it neceſſary to make one or two obſerva- 
tions. The firſt is, that theſe are ſzid to 
be generally neceffery to Salvation. They are 
generally neceſſary to Salvation, but not 
abſolutely neceſſary (c) : that is, they are 
ſuch duties as muſt not be neglected, un- 
leſs there intervene very great, and inſu- 
perable, Obſtructions. One of theſe is, 
the not having an Opportunity to con- 
form to them; as for Inſtance, where 
a Child dies before the Parents can have 
it baptized. To ſuppoſe ſuch a Child to 
be an Object of diſpleaſure and puniſh- 
ment, when it was never capable of wil- 
ful tranſgreſſion, is to think moſt unwor- 
thily of the Father of Mercies. But, at the 
5 3 g N 
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ſame time, we muſt not forget, that to be 


an Object of Wrath is one thing, and to 
be an Object of Favour is another. Eve- 
ry one of the Seed of Adam is under the 
original Sentence of Death, pronounced, 
in conſequence of his tranſgreſſion, on all 
his Deſcendants: this Sentence God en- 
_ gages to reverſe, and to reſtore the party 
to Immortality, upon his entering into 
Covenant with him in Baptiſm, but he 
engages for it on no other Terms. For 
this reaſon, all Parents ſhould take care 
to loſe no opportunity of having this Sa- 
crament adminiſtered to their Children ; 
1 do not fay that, for want of it, God 
will not, of meerGrace and Favour, reſtore 
the Infant to Life; but ſtrict Juſtice doth 
not require it ; and if the Benefit be loſt 
to the Infant, it is by the neglect of the 
Parents: can they anſwer this to their 
Child? can they anſwer it to their Con- 
ſcience, and will it not appear againft 
them at the a of Judgment? 


The nd of theſe is, the Lord's Sup- 
per. This too is neceſſary to Salvation; 
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but it is not ſo, when we are ſituated ei- 
ther in a place, where it 1s not adminiſtered 
at all, as in Heathen Countries; or where 
it is ſo adminiſtered, that we cannot com- 
municate without Idolatry, as in Popiſh 


Countries; or laſtly, in the Abſence of a 


Prieſt, 


| "ba all-theſe caſes our omiſſion is not 
wilful, and conſequently our Salvation 


not affected by it. — But where there are 
no ſuch impediments, all beſides, which 


we ſubſtitute for them, the buſineſs of 
our ſeveral callings, the want of Prepara- 
tion, and the like, are meer wilful Eva- 
ſions, meer Excuſes, and Subterfuges, 

which add to our Condemnation, inſtead | 


of preventing it. 


The next Obſervation I would make'i 18, 


that, when we anſwer Two only, we de- 


clare our diſſent from thoſe who make the 
number of Sacraments greater or leſs than 
Two. Theſe are the Quakers, and the 


Sa- 
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| Sacraments at all, and the other maintain 
there are Seven. 


That both Theſe are miſtaken will ap= 
pear when we explain the next Queſtion, 
What meaneſt thou by this word Sacrament? 
The Anſwer is, I mean an outward viſible 


Sign of an inward and ſpiritual Grace, gi- 


ven unto us, ordained by Chriſt himſelf, as a 
Means whereby wwe receive the ſame, and a 


Pledge to aſſure us thereof. 


Before we proceed, it is wth to 
premiſe, that there is a great difference 


between Sacraments, and other Rites, O- 


ther rites are Badges of our Profeſſion, 


but a Sacrament is more; In the Old 
Teſtament Circumciſion, and propitiato- 


ry Sacrifices, were of a Nature different 


from the ritual precepts of Cleanſings, 
Diſtinction of Days, Places, and Meats: 


Theſe were indeed Precepts given of God, 


and therefore were to be obſerved ; yet 
they were not fæderal Acts, and therefore 


are ſubordinate to them ; but Sacraments 
e wa + 
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are federal acts, and conſequently of a 


Nature ſuperior to Rites that are not 


ſo (4). 


We go on, and FR POE to conſtitute 
a Sacrament there muſt be an Infittetion 
of Chriſt, in which ſome material thing is 


Jan&tified by the uſe F ſome Form of Words, 


in and bywhich federal Aets do Le on both 


JETT 


Matter is neceſſary to a Sacrament; 


for Words, without Matter, may be of the 


nature of Prayers, or Vows, but cannot 


be Sacraments; other Acts of Worſhip 


are only acts of the mind declared by 
Words, or Geſtures; 3 but Sacraments are 
the application of a Material ſign joined 


with the acts of the Mind, which are 


Words and Geſtures. Another requiſite 
is, a Form: that is, fuch Words joined 
with it as ſhall appropriate the Matter ts 


4 particular uſe : and Laſtly, this Uſe 


. be Federal. 


This 
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This is the beſt Definition of a Sacra- 


ment I can give you. Apply it, in the 
firſt place, to Baptiſm, and SO” to the 
Lord's Supper. 


In Be thaws is an Hagen: Go, 


and teach all Nations, baptizing them ;— 


there is Matter, the Water; — there is a 
Form, the perſon dipped or waſhed: — 


there are Words; I baptize thee in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son; and 


of the Holy Ghoſt. — And it is a oy 
nant between God, and Him 


In the Lord's Supper, there is an Inflitu 


tion: This do in remembrance of Me: 
there is Matter, the Bread, and the Wine: 
— there 18 a Form, the cating Bread, and 


drinking Wine: — there are Words; take, 
eat, this 1s my Body ; and drink ye all of 


this, for this is my Blood. — And it is a 
fœderal act; ye do bereby ſbew the Lord's 


death till be come; — my Body which is given 
for you; my Blood which is ſhed for you, and 


for many, for the Er of Sins. 
8 Apply 
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Apply this to Confirmation, Penance, Or- 
ders, Marriage, and extreme Union, and 
it will hold good in none of them: ſo that 
we do right when, in contradiction to 
the Rakers, we ſay there are Two Sacra- 


ments; and in Contradiction to the 
Church of Rome, that there are but Two. 


Our Notions of a Sacrament being thus 
rightly ſtated, I proceed ta ſhew firſt, of 


what parts a true Sacrament conſiſts. 


Theſe are two; the outward, wifible Sign; 
and the inward, ſpiritual Grace (). The 
outward viſible Sign in the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm is, the Water wherein the Perſon 
is baptized (g). The outward viſible 


Sign in the Lord's Supper is, the Bread 
and Mine (h. The inward and ſpiritual 


Grace in Baptiſm is, a Death unto Sin, and 


a new Birth unto Righteouſneſs (i). The 


inward part, or thing ſignified in the 
other Sacrament 1s, the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt (. The Benefits of the one are 
that, from being objects of puniſhment, 

ye are forgiven, and made the Children 


of 
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of God (). The Benefits of the other 


are, the ſtrengthening and refreſhing of 


our Souls by the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, as the natural Body is by Bread 


and Wine (n). This ſhews the popiſh 


doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation to be ab- 
ſurd, and that, when we mention the 
Body and Blood of Chrift as verily and indeed 


taken, and received by the” faithful, in the 


Lord's Supper, we do not mean, that they 


eat the identical Body and Blood of 


Chriſt, but that they are intitled to the 
Benefits * for them by his Incar- 
nation. 


This being explained, I go on, and 
ſhew, how or in what Manner the Sacraments 
operate : and then, what is to be done pre- 

vious to their being adminiſtered. i 


As to the Firſt of theſe, little witt ſuf- 
tice. They do not operate as Phyfical Quali- 
ties, nor by way of Charms (n). For the 
Intention of both Sacraments is to bring 
us to 3 : but if meerly being 
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baptized, or receiving the Lord's Supper 
be ſufficient, without any thing done be. 
fore, at, or after, it, this Intention is 
fruſtrated ; nay, the very Reverſe would 


take place. For who needs be careful to 


preſerve a good Conſcience, or diſquicted 


at a guilty one, if the Sacraments can 


fave him, let him act well, or ill? The 
Scri . give a very different Account. 


eter fays, that Baptiſm ſaves us: but 
ptr * mot as it is an Adlion that Wwaybes us, 


not becauſe it putteth away the Filth of 7 


Hiaſb; but becauſe sf 7s the Anſiuer 9 
good Conſcience towards God. It is the fa — 
with regard to the Lord's Supper; by thus 


Jhews ng forth the Lords Death till be come, 
we are admitted to the Communion of his Body 


and Blood: that is, to a ſhare, j in partner- 
ſhip with other Chriſtians, in the Effects, 


and Merits, of his Death. — But was it 


thus with Judas? Is it thus with any other 
unworthy Receiver? No. St. Paul tells us he 
ts guilty f the Body and Blood of Chriſt; that 
he eateth and drinketh condemnation to bim- 
Fr. and muſt e in conſequence is 

13 55 . 
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his Crime, 0 be weak and fickly, and not 
live out half bis days. 


This ſhews we muſt cooperate with 


them; they are the outward vifible Signs of 


ax.inward, ſpiritual, Grace; and TING by 
Chrift, as the Means by which aue receive this 
Grace; but they are federal alſo, and, at 
the ſame time they are pledges to aſſure us 
of it, ſuppoſe us to perform the condi- 
tions required on Our part, as God per- 
forms His. 


Þ cotne, next, to ſet before you ab 
is required of thoſe aubo come to them. And 


firſt, for Baptiſm. The Queſtion is, 


What is required of perſons to be m_—_ 
The Ants 3 18, Repentance, N 


forfake Sin; and Faith, whereby th o fedfale 5 
Jy believe the promiſes of God made to them in 


that Sacrament. You ſee that Repentance, 
and Faith are equally requiſite (o). 


In what Repentance conſiſts was ex- 
W in the Firſt of theſe Lectures, 
ns i where 
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where I treated of Our part of the Cove. 
nant, namely, to renounce the Devil, and 
all his works, the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked World, and all the finful lufts of the 
Fleſh. — So alſo the Faith, here required, 
was repreſented in the Second, under the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. Theſe right- 
ly underſtood, and attended to, leave us 
no room to doubt, or miſtruſt, the pro- 
miſes of God made- to us in Baptiſm. 
And therefore nothing remains, but to 


anſwer the next queſtion; Why then are 


Infants bapti zed, when by reaſon of their 
tender Age they cannot perform them ? that 
is, cannot perform either Repentance, or 
Faith (p). The Anſwer is, becauſe they 
promiſe them both by their Sureties ; which 
promiſe, when they come to age, themſelves 
are bound to perform. They are bound to 

perform them, as I ſaid in the Firſt Lec- 
ture, becauſe the things promiſed in their 
Names, are duties of eternal and immu- 
table Obligation, and ſuch as they muſt 


needs * at a riper age, whether any 


ſuch 
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ſuch promiſe had, or had not, been made 


for them in their Infancy. 


The next Queſtion, and the laſt I ſhall 
have Occaſion to ſpeak to, is, What is 
required of them who come to the Lord's ay 
per? — Whoever obſerves on what 
within him, muſt be ſenſible that we are 
deceived in nothing, and by nothing. 
more than our own hearts: We are apt 
to forget thoſe actions of our lives, which 
we know to be criminal; and again, we 
are inclined to ſuppoſe others innocent, 
Which are really finful: and, where nei- 
ther of theſe is the caſe, we ſeldom give 
ourſelves the trouble to recollect , or think 
The Conſequence of 
of this is, that we approach the holy 
without conſidering 
Lord's Body, and fo turn the greateſt of 
all ſpiritual bleſſings into a ſnare and 
Condemnation. — The Catechiſm there- 
fore tells us, that we muſt examine our- 
ſelves, and fo doth St. Paul, in his Epiſtle 


to the Corinthians; ; let .a Man examine 


orgy If, 


at all about them. 
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hi mel, and fo let him eat of 1 that Bread, and 
| ain of that Cup. _ 


Nor do our lnſtructions FA aw; 
wee are alfo told, what ſhould be the par- 
ticular heads of this Exatnination. The 
firſt of them is, whether we repent 15 truly 
of bur former ſins, that is, whether we have 
ſo far recollected them, and dwelt upon 
the malignity of them, their Offenſiveneſs 
to God and good Men, and the hurt and 
Injury they have done to our Souls, as to 
feel an hearty Sorrow and Contrition, 
and are aſhamed of ourſelves for having 
committed them: for till this be the Ef- 
felt of our ' Self -Examination, it will pro- 
1 us nothing, 


The next is, FED doe . Redfalt purpoſe 
to lead a new life. Meer Sorrow for ſin, 
unaccompanied with reſolutions not to 
repeat it, may deceive ourſelves for a 
while, but it cannot deceive long: if it 
be genuine, it will not ſtop 81 by its 
fruits we muſt know it. It will ſet out 


with 
3 
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with good Reſolutions, and proceed to 
good works; following the Commandments 

| of God, and walking ip tha in bis 
holy ways. 


Another is, whether we baue à bwely 
Faith in God's Mercy through Chriſt. No- 
thing is more expreſſliy declared in holy 
Scripture, than that we are redeemed by 
the Mercies and Interceſſion of Chriſt : 
this is the only name under Heaven by which 
ave can be ſaved. God fo loved the World, 
faith St. John, that be gave bis only begatten 
Son, that all who believe in Him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. And a- 
gain, If any Man fin, we have an Aduo- 


2 1 75 the Father, Jeſus Corift the righ- 
teous, and be is the propittation for our fins. 


This therefore, we muſt firmly believe, 
and Happy are we in Nn i. 


But hls is ht al we are to | have a 
thankful remembrance of his Death. This 
naturally follows the other : for who can 
think of what our bleſſed Saviour did and 

| . 
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ſuffered for him, and not be filled with 
Gratitude ? who can recollect his Death, 
and not remember that eternal Life and 
Happineſs, which he thereby purchaſed 
for him? And who can think of theſe 
things ſeriouſly, but muſt triumph in this 
Reflection, that, as We are planted in the 
Likeneſs of his Death, we ſhall be planted 
a mM in the Likeneſs of his Reſurrection. 


| The laſt thing, required of them who 
come to the Lord's Supper, is, fo be in 
charity with all Men. To approach the 
Lord's Table with an heart unforgiving, 

is ſure to meet with the Rebuke in the 
parable, friend, how cameſt thou in hither, 
not having a wedding garment? We here 
meet to acknowledge the greateſt act of 
Mercy the World ever received, the For- 
giveneſs of Sins; the greateſt Inſtance of 
Love that could be exemplified; the Son 
of God laying down his Life for our ſakes, 
Theſe are the happy Subjects of our Me- 
ditations, and Praiſes : to theſe we are 
invited, and in them we perform an ac- 
ceptable 
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ceptable Service; but it is on the expreſs | 
Condition, that we have love one to ano- 
ther. Here we ſhould mark well the Ex- 
tent of this Command. To be in charity 
with all Men requires of us, not to cir- 
'cumſcribe our Beneficence within the nar- 
row bounds of Affinity, Neighbourhood, 
Perſuaſion, or Party; but to imitate the 
univerſal Father, who maketh his Sun to 


rlaiſe on all alike. It requires alſo that, as 


all Mankind are Objects of our Charity, 
this Charity ſnould extend to our Wiſhes, 
and Prayers; not confined to the Hand, 
but ſeated in our Heart and AﬀeCtions. 
We muſt form no raſh judgments of o- 
ther Men's Actions, not repreſent them 
with Ill-nature : we muſt think the beſt - 
we can of all Men, and pry into no one's 
defects, except our own: we muſt relieve 
the neceſſitous, conſole the afflicted; we 
muſt rejoice with them who rejoice, and 
weep with them that weep; at all times 
we muſt ſuccour Diſtreſs from what Cauſe 
| ſpever it ſprings, and. never forget the 
words 


"<0 
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words of the Lord Jeſus, how he fal, E 
#5 more ble Md to give than fo receive ( 1 


I have now gone through the Church 


Catechiſm, and have, I hope, enabled 


you to explain it to others: remember 


therefore the words of the Apoſtle, freely 


ye have received, freely give: remember 
alſo that every Soul, which periſheth 


_ through your N eglect, will be required 


at your hands. The Parent, who ſuffers 

his Child to continue in Ignorance, when 

he might inſtruct him, will anſwer for 
the conſequences of that Ignorance; and 
how ſoon, and how luxuriantly ill Weeds 
ſpring, where the ground is not cultivat- 
ed, you all know, Train up « a Child in the 
way he ſbould go, and when he is old, he will 
not depart from it; let him be neglected 
in his earlier years, and he will as long 


retain Vice. Young Minds are like Wax, 


capable of any impreſſion, fuſceptible a- 
like of good, or bad. Therefore begin 
betimes, and prevent at firſt, what other- 


: * you will never eftace : be but half as 


caref ul 
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careful to provide for their ſpirituaÞ M= 
tereſt, as you are to accumulate for them: 
Wealth and other temporal Goods, and 
ye will ſave both yourſelves, and them: 
Sedulouſly ye riſe up early, and but late 
take reſt; no toil fatigues you, no labour 
is too great, ſo you can but leave them 
rich: but what are theſe Treaſures 
Earth? the Moth, and the Ruſt corrupt 
them, Thieves break through and fleul them, 
But, what if they ſtay with you? wilt 
they caſe a pain of mind? will they ſt 
a ſigh? they may prevent Cold and Na. 
kedneſs, they may aſſiſt a diſtem 
Body, but will they ſpeak peace to the 
Soul? will they ſtill the Tumults there? 
will they baniſh Fear, and Dread, and 
Guilt? No, without Virtue and Religion 
they are Nothing. One good principle, 
you ſhall inſtil into your Child, is wortit 
them all. This is a treaſure like tlie Wi- 
dow's Cruſe; this will never fail, Ima- 
gine him on a Death-bed, and then ſee, 
he will not thank you more for taking 
care of his Morals, than for all vou he 


done 
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done for him beſide : and judge) ye your- 
ſelves, whether it will not give you more 
joy to ſee him die a good Chriſtian, than 
to ſee him live in riches and ſplendour, 
but in a Courſe of wickedneſs, that muſt 


end in horrid Preſages, and, without Re- 
pentance, Miſery eternal. 


. But, if yet you with wo tance * poſ- 
ſeſſed of the good things of this Life (for 


ſo it ſeems we muſt call them) have you 
not much more reaſon to hope for their 


continuing with him, if he be virtuous, 


than if he be otherwiſe ? A good Man 
will not expend more than he can afford, 


becauſe that is hurting others: a good 


Man is out of the way of many tempta- 


tions, to which the irreligious are for 
ever expoſed: And, as Sin is ever attend- 
ed with great expences, ſcarce any ſhare 


of worldly acquiſitions will be adequate 
to them: but it is not thus with wiſe 


and good Men, and they have yet a much 


better Security, they have the bleſſing of 


God upon them, ſo that the Sun ſhall not 
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burn them by day, neither the Moon by 
might. 


Nor will theſe Effects of your care ex- 
tend only to your Children; they will 
deliver down the ſame precepts to their's; 

they will take the ſame care of them, that 
you took of your's : They, and You alſo, 
will find your Reward in it; perhaps, the 
| beſt, and greateſt, that can be; not the 
pleaſure of a Day, or a Year, or a Life 
only; but the Reward of the ſe 2050 turn 
many to righteouſneſs : hereafter ye will ſhine 
as the Stars in the Firmament ; at preſent, 
you have the ſatisfaction to reflect, that 
you have done your duty towards them; 
that you leave them inſtructed to do their's 
to others; that you are haſtening to a 
Land of Peace and Happineſs, and that 
THEY SHALL SHORT TY FOLLOW. 
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Of our Baptiſmal Covenant, 131 
MODE or EXAMINATION. 
: LE C T URE po? 


| (What! is your name? 
a) How. many names have you? 
When had you your ſirname? 
When had you your chriſtian name? 


% Why do you call it your chriſtian 


name? 


(c What ſhould your chriſtian name 


remind you of? 


d) Who gave you this name, and ka 
did they give it?; 


(e) What benefits did you gain by being 


' baptized? 
(f) What is it to be a member of Chriſt? 


g What duties are expected em vou 


in return for this benefit? 
(b) What! is it to be a child of God? 
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132 Of our Bapt i/mal chene. 
(i What duties, &c. as before? 


(&) What is it to be an inheritor of the 
kingdom of God? 
(1) What duties, &c. as before? 


(m) What did your godfathers and god- 
mothers do for you in baptiſm? 


What mean you by the Devil, and 
all his works? 


(n)4 What by the Pomps and Vanities 


of Pg world? 

{What by the ſinful Luſts of the fleſh? 

(o), What is the ſecond thing they pro- 
miſed for you? wo 

What is the third? 

% How long are you to obſerve and do 
man? - 


(r),.Do you think you are vated to be- 
heve, and to do, as your god- 


fathers and godmothers promiſed | 


for you? and why? 
(5) Why do you ſay by God's help fo . 
will? 
LEC- 
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r 


{a) Where do you find the articles of the 


chriſtian faith? 
7 ) Why do you call it the apoſtles' creed? 
(c) What uſe is it of? 
(d) How many parts does it conſiſt of? 
{e) What does the firſt part relate to? 
{f) What does the ſecond relate to? 
0 What does the third relate to? 


What are you taught 20 them all 
together? 


* 
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Of the Firſt Table of the Commandments. 


Lr M818 
(a) How many commandments are there, 
and where do you find them? 
| (4) In what form were they originally de- 
livered; and to whom? 


(e How many of them relate to God, and 
which are they ? 
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134 Of the Firſt Table, Oc, 
(c) How many to your neighbour, and 
Which are they? | 


(d) What is the firſt Commandment, and 


what doth it teach? 


(e) What is the ſecond, and what is its 


intention ? 


What is the third, and what; &c. as 
before? 


g) What is the fourth, &c? 


(b) On what day of the week is the 
Jewiſh Sabbath? and what did 
they commemorate in it? 


(7) On what day of the week is the 


Chriſtian Sabbath, and what do 
we commemorate in it: 


* 


07 the Second Table of the Commandments. 
EE CY . 
0 a) What 1s the fifth Commandment? 


( What is the ſixth ? 


(c) What 1s the ſeventh? 
( a) What! is the eighth | ? 
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(e) What is the ninth ? 
(f) What is the tenth? 


( The firſt four ſet forth your wy to 


God. What 1s it? 


Y The fix laſt deſcribe your duty to your 


4 What is it? 


— — = 


07 the Lord P, rayer, 
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(a) Why do you call it the Lord $ Prayer? 
{b). What things do you aſk of God when 


you uſe it? 
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EE CTU REE VL 
(a) How many Sacraments are there? 
(b) Which are they? | 
(c) Are they neceſſary to ſalvation? 


(da) Wherein do they differ from er. 
rites? 
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(e How do you define a Sacrament? 
H ot how many parts does a Sacrament 


conſiſt ? * 


g What is the outward form! 1 Bap- 
tiſm? 
(b) What is the outward form in the 
Lord's Supper? 
(i) What is the inward and ſpiritual 
grace in Baptiſm ? 
V What is it in the other Sacrament? 
(1) What benefits do we receive from be- 
ung baptized? 
(m) What are the benefits we receive 
from the Lord's Supper? 


u, How do the Sacraments operate? 
(2) What ts required of Perſons previous 
to their being baptized? 
(%) What do you mean by Beth? 
( 2, What is required of them who puc- 
Poſe to receive the Lord's Supper? 


N. B. Theſe queſtions are not to be put always in the 
Courſe in which they here ſtand), nor in the ſame Words; 
for Etherwiſe the evil will remain which is hereby intend- 

ed to be remedied : but this muſt be left to the diſcretiou 
of the Carecbif, 


LE C- 


Of Confirmation. 137 
LECTURE vu. 
AVING explained the Church Ca- 


techiſm ſo, as to enable every Pa- 
rent to inſtruct his Children in it, I think 


it may be uſeful to ſay ſomething of Con- 


firmation. I ſhall e ſet before you, 
Firſt, the nature and defign of Confirmation : 
Secondly, the reaſonableneſs and utility of it : 


Thirdly, 0 are the proper Candidates for 


it: And laſtly, how they are to behave 
BEFORE, AT, and AFTER, IT, 


Hheefore I proceed to the firſt of theſe, it 
may not be amiſs to premiſe, that, al- 
though in what follows, I am to addreſs 

myſelf chiefly to young Perſons, they are 

not the only ones I am concerned with. 

Many of you are Parents, many of you 

are Godfathers, Maſters, or Guardians ; 

it is your duty therefore to aſſiſt me in 
mine; and it is for that purpoſe, among 
others, I lay this before you, that ſo ye 


may 
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x28 of Confirmation. 
may not plead Ignorance, as an excuſe 
for Idleneſs; nor ſuppoſe you are diſ- 


charged from the carg of them, at leaſt, 
till they have diſcharged you. 


- When it is they diſcharge you, 1s more 
difficult to ſay than you may imagine: 
for the Church directs every Sponſor 70 
tale care that the Child be brought to the 
Biſbop to be confirmed by him. But more 
than this is intended: it is expected that, 
as he firſt prepares him for Confirma- 
tion, and then ſees him confirmed, ſo he 
be a witneſs againſt him, if in future he 
doth not perform his Engagements, and 
remind him of them, upon every groſs 
failure. 


This being premiſed, I proceed to en- 
* what is the Nature, and Deer 1 

Co. ſrmation. 

This, I 3 may be explained 
in ſome ſuch eaſy manner as this. By the 


Tr anſgreſſion of our brſt Parents, which 
18 
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18 receiwat in the Book of Moſes, called 
Geneſis, all their deſcendants forfeited 
that Immortality which God intended for 
them, and became miſerable, and ſhort- 
lived, Beings, that were 0 eat Bread in 
the feat of their brow for a few years, and 
then ſink into their Graves, and never 
after exiſt. 


From this en ſtate hin were re- 
deemed by the bleſſed Son of God, who 
graciouſly took upon himſelf to ſatisfy his 
offended Father, by being born of a Wo- 
man, and dying on a Croſs, and ſo pro- 
cured for them Admiſſion to a Covenant 
of Reconciliation with him by Baptiſm. 


In this Covenant certain things are a- 
| _ to, both on the ſide of God, and 
on the fide of Man: God, on his part 


, 


vouchſafes to adopt us as Members of Chriſt, 
the Children of God, and Inheritors of his 
Kingdom of Heaven. We, on ours, pro- 
miſe, that we vill renounce the Devil and 
ell his works, the pope, and vanities of this 
| | wicked 
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Rx wicked World, and all the fonful lufts of the 
feſh; that we will believe all the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith; and that we will keep 
God's holy will and commandments, and walk 


in the ſame all the days of our life. 


This is the Covenant between God and 
Us: but, becauſe at the time of our be- 
ing baptized, we are unable to underſtand 
vrhat paſſes on either fide, our Godfathers 

and Godmothers, by way of Guardians and 
Sureties, engage, and in our Names pro- 
miſe, that we ſhall perform that part of it 
which belongs to us. This is all the Securi- 
ty we can give in Infancy, and therefore no 
other is required of us during this period. 
But, when we come to years of Diſcre- 
tion, the Church expects that we ſhould 
publickly declare, that we now give our 
free and voluntary Aſſent to what was 
done, and engaged for, in our Names at 
Baptiſm: that is, that now, when we 
Efoern between good and evil; and that 
the things, which our Sponſors under- 
took for us, are for our advantage, and 


ſuch 


* . = - - 


* + 
Re La ben td Aan. 
2 
wr 9 * 7 A — rr *** : C4 1 90 
N ; , N * , 2 3 AE ; 
1 1 rn mo Hh 2 ) n 4 * 4 De roots 82 = EMT 1 
* nnn 


0 Confirmation. 414 


ſuch as it had been our duty to do, whe- 
ther they had, or had not, promiſed we 
ſhould, we do ſolemnly ratify, and take 


upon ourſelves to perform them. Name- 


ly, that we will renounce the Devil and all 

his works, the pomps and vanities of this 

WI ched World, and all the finful luſis of the. 
; that wwe will believe all the Articles of 


the Chriftian faith; and that we will keep 


God's holy will and commandments, and walk 


in the ſame all the days of our life. 


This ! 18 what is meant by being con- 


firmed; and it is done in the preſence of 


the Biſhop, who, after the example of the 
Apoſtles, (as you will fee from ſeveral 
paſlages of the New Teſtament, ſuch as 


Acts 8. v. 17, and Acts 19. v. 6.) adds to 


his ſolemn benediction the Impoſti on of © 
Hands. 


To you, therefore, whoſe duty it is to 
prepare Youth for this Rite, from Na- 
ture, your Engagements at the Font, in 
the character of 8 un, or from the 


Te- 
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relation ye bear to them, as Maſters „or 
Guardians; I recommend, in the ſecond 
place, to conſider the Reaſonableneſs, and 


Utility of Confirmation. 


many other duties of our holy Religion, 
is by ſome held in low eſtimation ; yet, 


upon a fair examination, it will appear to 


be a very uſeful, neceſſary, Inſtitution. 
For, can you conceive any thing of greater 
Utility than for young Perſons, juſt ar- 


rived at that age, when their temptations 


are many, and their forces weak; when 


they are to encounter the World, and 
have had little experience of it; to be for- 


tified with religious Principles, and pre- 
engaged in the cauſe of Virtue? The way 
to this is, to make them recollect their 

baptiſmal Covenant, and give their Per- 
ſonal Security for the performance of it. 


The beſt, perhaps, and greateſt they can 


give, is their public, avowed, profeſſion 
to obſerve and fulfil it, declared in the 


_ of God and his Church; and en- 
cou- 
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couraged by the hopes of divine aſſiſtance 


therein from the prayers of 8 Biſhop, 
and ed: preſent. 


The Church of England, in requiring 
this of young Perſons, is not ſingular. 
Buxtory tells us, that, when the Jewiſh 
Children arrived at the age of Thirteen, 
and had been taught the Law, and their 
Prayers, they were preſented by their Pa- 
rents before an holy Aſſembly, and there 
ſolemnly took upon themſelves to obſerve 
the Law : and from that time they held 
themſelves reſponſible for their Tranſgreſ- 
ſions. And YFoſephus adds, they could as 
readily give an Account of the Law, as = 
could adage to their Names. 


If we ſearch farther, we ſhall find 
ſomething parallel to this among Heathen 
Nations. It was required of the Perſſans, 
when they came to Man's eſtate, to ſwear, 
that they would deſpiſe all filthy Iucre, bodily 
pleaſure, and vain glory ; that they would be 
wine; ; "ow they would worſhip the Gods; 


honour 
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honour their Parents; ſpeak Truth ; do good, ; 
and never violate their Engagements. It is 
alſo reeorded of the Athenians, that, when 
their young Men were enrolled, they 
bound themſelves by an Oath 0 obſerve 

the Solemnities, and received Cuſtoms of their 
| Country, and to reverence, and defend the 
Religion in which they were born. 


All this eſtabliſhes the Urility of Con- 
firmation, and encourages us to enquire, 
Thirdly, who are the proper Candidates for 
it. Theſe are all ſuch as have been bap- 
tized in their earlier years, when they 
were unable to judge and act for them- 
ſelves. As for thoſe, who were baptized 
at a riper age, and in their own Perſons 
ſealed the Covenant with God, I do not 
conceive it neceſſary that they be confirm- 
ed; becauſe, as Confirmation 1s no more 
than a public declaration that we under- 
take for ourſelves, what had been under- 
taken for us by others; ſuch Perſons an, 
did bind themſelves originally, can ſubject *. 
themſelves to no e obligation than 

they 


Of Confirmation n 
they were under before: however it may 
not be amiſs for them, and indeed for all 
adult Chriſtians, to ſee others confirmed; 
becauſe it is natural at the time to recol- 
lect, whether they habe not in many in- 
ſtances, broken their Vow; and, if they 
have, privately to reſolve, through the 
Grace of God, to obſerve it more religi- 
ouſly for the time to come. 


There are Others alſo, who are under 
no neceſſity to be confirmed. I mean, ſuch 
as have received the Lords Supper: for, 
as this is the higheſt Act of our Religion, 
and preſuppoſes the Communicant not 
only to have been baptized, but to have 


well weighed the Obligations which the 


firſt Sacrament laid upon him, and alſo 
to live in an actual and habitual perfor- 
mance of them; for them to be confirm 
ed is to return from frrong meats unto mi alt 
again. 


It is neceſſary to mention but one thing 
more, and that 1 is, the Abſurdity of being 
L e 
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confirmed more than once. When once 
you take upon you the performance of 
your baptiſmal Covenant, you engage for 
your whole Life; and if you think, by 
repairing to the Biſhop a ſecond time, to 
wipe off your tranſgreſſions during the 
Interval between one Confirmation and 
another, you trifle with him, and your- 
ſelf: theſe tranſgreſſions muſt be purged 
by Repentance, and a Newneſs of Life, 
and theſe are your only Cure. 

pon the whole, ſuch Perſons as were 
baptized in their Infancy, have not yet re- 
cerved the Lord's Supper, nor have been con- 
firmed before, are the proper Candidates 
for it ; and I have nothing upon the Sub- 
ject to add, except the Age of the party, 


for his other qualifications will be men- 
tioned hereafter. | 


The propereſt Age is from Fourteen ts 
Sixteen; for at Sixteen the Church deems 
us fit to receive the Lord's Supper : and 
I fay from Fourteen, becauſe, although 

: : . we 
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ve do now and then ſee a Child of Twelve 
or Thirteen, who, by the advantage of 
an uncommon capacity, or by better In- 
ſtruction and Education than falls to the 
lot of moſt Children, is better enabled to 
judge of this Rite, than others of the 
ſame Age; (for which reaſon ſuch are 
ſometimes admitted to it) yet, in general, 
it is otherwiſe, and therefore the Confir- 
mation of them is better delayed: the 
more ſo, becauſe, if no opportunity for 
it ſhould offer ſooner, the Neceſſity of it 
may be ſuperſeded by receiving the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's upper. 


I come now, in the fourth and laſt 
place, to ſhew, what is required of the 
Candidates, before, at, and after, 9 
tion. 


Before Confirmation, after Notice of 

the Celebration of it, it is expedient that 
they repair to their Miniſter, and ſignify 
their Intention to him: that ſo he may 
be enabled to . of their Qualifications, 
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and aſſiſt them in their Preparation. In 
the next place, they ſhould look over the 
Office of Confirmation, which will natu- 


rally fend them back to the Catechiſm, 


where they will ſee what their Godfathers 
and Godmothers promiſed for them. Af- 
ter this, they muſt diligently examine 

themſelves, and ſee how far they have 
performed it ; wherein they have been 
deficient, and in what Particulars chiefly. 
When this is done, they are by Prayer, 
and Application to the throne of Grace, 
to beg of God to forgive what is paſt, and 


aſliſt them in their reſolutions and endea- 


vours to amend. They muſt fit down 
and conſider, that they are now ſolemnly 
engaging for their Whole Lives ; and 
are to proceed in a Courſe of Religion at 
an Age moſt averſe from it; when they 
have the giddineſs, and the paſſions of 


Youth to contend with, and the exam- 


ples of others, thoughtleſs, and as gay, 
as themſelves. They muſt remember, 
that on their ſetting out well depends 
their future Succeſs; and that as they 


3 8 qualify 
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qualify themſelves for Confirmation, they, 


in all probability, will be good or bad 


Men. And laſtly, that their Happineſs 
in This World, as well as the Next, is Con- 
ditional, and reſts entirely on the promiſe 
of God made to Obedience: therefore, as 

Life is uncertain, and Death to be ex- 
pected in every ſtage of it, they can ne- 


ver be aſſured of happineſs, unleſs they 


be obedient to him from their Youth. 


| Having thus explained what they muſt 
do, before Confirmation, I go on to their 


behaviour, at it. This muſt be grave and 


ſerious, and it muſt be very fincere. It muſt 
be grave and ſerious, becauſe it is tranſ- 


acting an Affair upon which their Salva- 


tion greatly depends: if they take due 


care to prepare themſelves for it, this Act 


will give a Tincture, and an Efficacy, to 
all that ſhall follow : therefore, as they 


would not willingly ſet their hand to a 


Writing, in which they are nearly inte- 


reſted, without knowing, and conſider- 


ing the Contents of it, ſo neither will 
by they, 
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they, or ought they, to offer themſelves 
to the Biſhop, without a proper ſenſe of 


the Importance of their Engagement, and 


ſteady reſolutions to "I and per- 
form, it. 


They muſt alſo remember, that this 
Engagement, they enter into, is made 
publickly. Do ye here, ſays the Biſhop, 
in the preſence "ol God, and of this Con- 
gregation, &c. a moſt awful Appeal, and 
on a moſt awful Occaſion! Their Beha- 
viour therefore ſhould be v ery /mcere : be- 
cauſe a want of Sincerity here is not bare- 


ly a want of Honeſty, but it is a want of 


regard to all that concerns them neareſt: 
to all, in ſhort, that a rational Creature 


can think of much importance. It is for 


this, their Miniſter examines, and in- 
ſtructs them; it is for this, he attends, and 
preſents, them; and it is for this, they are 
required to perform it before the Biſhop, 


the higheſt Miniſter in the Church of 


Chriſt, and a Character which every good 
Mind muſt reverence. . 
Nur 
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Our next Enquiry is, How the Candi- 
dates are to conduct themſelves, After 
Confirmation. — Soon as they retire from 
the Church, they ſhould repair to their 
Chamber; and there return thanks to 
God for his goodneſs in admitting ſinful 


Duſt and Aſhes to a Covenant with him. 


— Then, let them beg of him to grant 
them, of his Grace, power to perſevere in 
their reſolutions, and to continue in an 
uniform courſe of, Obedience to his Will, 


Belief of his Word, and a religious Ob- 


ſervance of his Ordinances. When they 
have done this, let them not think the 
Catechiſm to be no longer of uſe to them ; 
It never is uſeleſs; on the contrary, it is 


always a ſenſible, ſalutary,Remembranog, 


and a kind of Touch-Stone, whereby they 
may prove the Meaſure of their Obedi- 

ence, and regulate all their failures in 
Duty. - 3 1 55 


All I have farther to mention is, that 
the great end of Confirmation is, to pre- 


pare them for the Lord's Supper. It is in- 


bon 
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deed made almoſt an indiſpenſable Condi- 
tion of our Admittance to it: None, ſays | 
the Rubrick, /hall be admitted until ſuch 
time as be be confirmed, or be ready and de- 
firous to be confirmed. — Soon therefore as 
they have been confirmed, they ſhould 
make the work perfect, by qualifying 
themſelves for that Sacrament. The beſt 
Qualification is an habitual good life; 
but, for their farther Inſtruction, it is 
adviſable that they read ſome ſhort Tracts 
on the Subject; and theſe, I could wiſh 
may be ſuch, as their Miniſter ſhall re- 
commend to them*. I mention this, be- 
cauſe an injudicious choice has miſled 
many well-difpoſed Chriſtians, and is one 
principal Cauſe that this neceſſary duty is 
ſo much neglected. 


Among others, an Eſſay on the Holy Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. By a Layman. London, 
printed for J. Walter, at Homer's Head, Charing 

Croſs, Price bound One Shilling: And Archbiſhop 
Synge's Anſwer to all the Excuſes and Pretences 
which Men ordinarily make for their not coming to 
the Holy Communion. Price Three-pence. 


LEC- 
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Y Defign, in this Lecture, is ta 
remind you of thoſe ſacred Reſo- 
lutions and Promiſes, which, at different 
times, and upon different occaſions, we 
all make. But, before I particularize any 
of them, it may have its uſe to obſerve, 


that, be the thing promiſed ever ſo trifling, 


our word is facred, and may not be vi- 
olated, So again, be the perſon, to whom 
the promiſe is made, ever ſo inconſider- 


able, it is nevertheleſs binding; it ſtill is 
a Promiſe; and, if we wantonly break it, 


we have no longer any Pretenſions to Ho- 
neſty, or the good Eſteem of Mankind. 


If this be true in the intercourſe be- 
tween one Man and another, will it not 
be much worſe in what paſſes between 


Man and his Creator? if the one be mean 


and diſhonourable ; the other is ſhameful 


and impious; if the one deſerves Slight - 
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and Contempt; the other deſerves Anger 
and Puniſhment: if our Promiſes to Men 
are binding, much more are our Pro- 
miles to God. Yet, ſuch are all our Profeſ- 
ſions of Service; ſuch are all our Vows of 
Amendment; ſuch are all the Reſolutions 
we make in our more ſerious hours; and 
ſuch, in ſhort, is every Obligation we lay 
ourſelves under to him. 


Here then, ſurely, i is a Field for ſevere 
recollection, and that ſelf.- examination, 
which are duties at all times, eſpecially 
on Sundays, and other Seaſons ſet apart 
for them. 


1 ſhall therefore endeavour to ſet before 
you moſt of thaſe ſolemn Promiſes, which, 
on different Occaſions, we all make. 


The firſt of theſe is, at our Baptiſm: 
and it is, that we will renounce the Devil, 
and all his works, the pomps, and vanities of 
this wicked world, and all the finful luſts of 
tbe fleſh: that we will believe all the Articles 


4 
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of the abriſtiun faith; and that we will keep 
God's holy Will and Commandments, and walk 
in the ſame all the days of our life. All ye 
therefore, who have been baptized, but 
are not yet of age to be confirmed, who 
daily are inſtructed by your Parents, and 
others, in what paſſed at your Baptiſm, 
ſhould conſider, whether you have done 
as was then promiſed for you; whether 


you love and honour thoſe who remind 


you of it, and are deſirous to do as they 


bid you: if you are, and endeavour to do 
fo, God will bleſs you; but, if ye be the 


Children of Diſobedience, you will alſo be 


the Children of W 


The next is, at veing Confirmed. In this 


ſacred Rite we do, in the preſence of God and 


the Congregation, renew the ſolemn promiſe 


and vow that was made at our baptiſm, ra- 
tifying and confirming the ſame in our own 
perſons, and acknowledging our ſelves bound to 
believe and to do all thoſe things which our 


Godfathers and Godmothers then. undertook - 
for us. This promiſe we make before the 


Biſhop, 1 in the houſe of God, and accom- 
7 
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pany it with devout proſtration, and 
prayer. Does it not therefore behove all 


ol us, and eſpecially ſuch as have been 


lately confirmed, to take a review of our 
behaviour from that time to this: to ſee, 


whether we have purſued the Inſtructions 


given us on that Occaſion, and carried into 
execution the Reſolutions we ſo ſolemnly 


made? None, it is to be hoped, offered 


themſelves to the Biſhop, without very 
ſerious intentions to anſwer the deſigns of 
his coming: but they ought to be told, 


that one great end of Confirmation is, to 
prepare them for the holy Communion; and, 


as this 1s frequently adminiſtered, and 
they have many Opportunities to receive 


it in the courſe of one Year, their Neg- 


lect 1s wilful, and therefore __ CI1- 


minal, 


But, to proceed. in the holy Com- 


munion we lay ourſelves, if poſſible, un-. 
der ſtill greater Obligations to Holineſs. 
For, what do we when we receive the 
Lord's OT, but offer, and preſent our- 


ſelves, 


— 
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ſelves, our Souls, and Bodies, to be a reaſon- 

able, holy, and lively Sacrifice unto God? — 
Do we mean nothing, when we ſay this? 
Are we not ſuppoſed, nay, do we not 
ſuppoſe ourſelves, to be ſerious, and in 

_ earneſt, in it? and if we are, will it not 
operate on our Conduct after it? ought 
it not to operate on it? and if it does not, 
are we not found Liars unto God? 


Beſides theſe principal Seaſons, for en- 
gaging to perform the duties of our Re- 
ligion, there are many others, when we 
renew our Profeſſions: Among theſe, 
none octur to me ſooner than Our hours 
of Devotion. When theſe are private, as 
in our Cloſet, in our retired Walk, or our 
Bed, it is impoſſible not to ſee when we 
offend, and againſt Whom we offend: it 
is impoſlible not to feel compunction for 
our Sins, thankfulneſs for God's forbear- 
ance, and a fear of forfeiting this through 
want of Amendment. Here, let every 
Man aſk himſelf, how often have I reſolv- 
ed to alter my Conduct? how often have 
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'F ſolemnly promiſed it? and, if I have ſo- 


lemnly promiſed it, how dare I not fer 


about it? Has God no knowledge? can 


E impoſe upon Him? Are my repeated 
vows of Obedience of no obligation? will 
this Obedience not be expected ? and, if 
longer delayed, will they not be deemed 

Mockery ? | 


Next to our devotions in private, wecome 
to what paſſes, when we pay them in pub- 
lic. Our Services here confift of four 


parts ; z confeſſion of fins, ſupplication for 


mercy, thankſgiving for good things recetv- 


ed, and profeſſed reſolutions and vows of A. 


mendment. Theſe are duties not confined 
to the Church, for they all may be, and 
we truſt are, performed in the Cloſet ; but 


come they not Here with an additional 


gravity ? if they be mockery, the mockery 
is the more ſinful, for being ſo ſolemn. 


Loet every Man therefore conſider what he 
promiſes here: let him recollect, when he 


joins in the Liturgy, and in thoſe uſeful 


intervals that give us Rue for reflection, 
what 


Of Religious J. ows. 159 


what Reſolutions he makes: when with 


his Mouth he confeſſes his Sins, how his 


Soul vows to forſake them : when he ac- 
knowledges the wrath of God againſt 
FHypocrites, that he will be ſincere, and 
without Affectation: when he hears of 
his purity, that he will be pure: when 
he is recounting his Mercies, that he will 
ſhew mercy: and when he is implorin 

forgiveneſs, that he will forgive! I ſay, it 
is impoſſible to join in our public Ser- 
vices, and not be awakened to good Re- 
ſolutions. Who, for inſtance, can call 
God his Father, and forget the honour 


due to him from that relation? Who can 


addreſs him in Heaven, and not in heart 
thither aſcend? Who can call him his 
Judge, and not tremble for his future Ac- 
count? Who can offer up his prayers 


through the Merits and Interceſſions of 
Chriſt, and forget the duties which he 


owes to his Redeemer? And who can be 
reminded of any of theſe particulars, 
without ſuitable Reflections and Reſo- 
| lutions? 


But 
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But ſuppoſe Theſe to fail, and a Soul 


fo benumbed, as to ſlide through the Ser- 
vice without them, there are certain Pauſes 
and Seaſons, when they will force their 


way to us. In the Pſalms, and in the 


| Leſſons, we ſee them in the perſon of o- 
others, and, though beſotted enough to be 


ſecure for a while, ſhall by and by be 


awaked by Example. To theſe I may add 


thoſe ſerious Mementos and Incitements, 
that come from the Pulpit: ſtrange, if a 
Sermon ſtrikes not ſome ſtring or other ! 
But, be this as 1t may, by whatever 
means we are led to right Reflections, and 
Reſolutions, they are ſo many Promiſes 


made to the Almighty, and, as ſuch, will 
be required at our hands. 


What I have obſerved will hold good, 


Whenever we come to Church, and join 


in the ordinary ſervices of it : more ſtill 
do our Minds and Conſciences operate, 


when we receive the Lord's Supper : I 
mean, when we conceive aright of the 


Inſtitution, and conſider it as it is, 4 
thankful 
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thankful remembrance of the death, and paſ- 


ion of Chriſt, and a folemn profeſſion of Lobe 
and Union with all his Members: I fay, 


whoever receives the Lord's 'Supper, with 


this Idea in his Mind, cannot fail to vow 


the greateſt Gratitude to his crucified Sa- 


viour, Obedience to his Laws, and For- 
giveneſs and Renevolence to all whom he 


loved. 


| theſe ſacred engagements, indulge your- 


ſelves in implacable hatreds, in malicious 


opinions, and miſrepreſentations; in diſ- 


cord, and variance; in anger, and cla- 
mour; who, inſtead of rejoicing with 
them who rejoice, and weeping with them 


that weep, are unaffected with the miſ- 
fortunes of others, and perhaps contri- 
butors to them; who ſhut up your bow- 
els of compaſſion, and ſee a Brother have 


need. Conſider this Ye, who, although 


ye appear thankfully to commemorate the 
death of Chriſt, crucify him again, with 


yours Sins; and, while you hypocritically 
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confeſs him with your Mouth, in Facts 
do deny him. Conſider it Ye, who, by 
not attending to the motions of your own» 
hearts, at the Lord's Table, or any other 
religious duty, whether ſuch as ye per- 
form in your Cloſet, or in the Church, 
do, as the Jews did by their Traditions, 
make the Promiſee-of-Ood-of none · eſſecc 
to you, becauſe you do not keep Yours. 


But, beſides: the opportunities for pri- 
wo devotion, which every Man has af 
every hour; beſides the opportunities for 
public, which are frequent in every Pa- 
riſn; beſides: the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, which in all is adminiſtered at 
leaſt three times a year; there are other 
Seaſons when we are particularly called 
upon to recollect, and amend our Lives: 
ſuch is the Sabbath- Day; and ſuch is 
Lent. A ſeaſon this, ſet apart, not meer- 
ly for Faſting, (for that of itſelf can have 
little merit) but for religious Retirement, 
and Self-denial. If we obſerve this, as we 
__ not ſuperſtitiouſly, (wr whatever 
/ 1s 
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is ſu 1 cannot be true religion) 


but 
is retained in our Church; that is, if we 


ſions, and obſerve a more than ordinary 
degree of Moderation in our paſtimes and 
pleaſures; if we ſequeſter ourſelves from 
the World, and the little Intereſts in it, 
to cultivate an acquaintance with God, 


do this, (and this it 1s to keep Lent) we 


and this ſorrow, and this deteſtation can- 
not fail to produce in us ſincere deſires, 
and folemn reſolutions, to keep clear of 
them for the time to come. Will it not 


quire, how far we have performed theſe 
promiſes, and whether they were vain 
words, or came from our Heart ? Ye muſt 
think it will ; and if, upon enquiry, you 
find yourſelves guilty, how will ye be ac- 
M2 - quitted 


r thoſe pious purpoſes for which it 
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ſeparate ourſelves from our uſual diver- - 


and our Souls, and by an extraordinary 
courſe of Temperance give our faculties 
power to exert themſelves: I ſay, if we 


| ſhall be truly ſorrowful for our Sins, and 
deteſt ourſelves for committing them: 


therefore be our duty afterwards to en- 
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quitted in the ſight of the Almighty ? 
Brethren, ſaith an Apoſtle, : our hearts 
condemn us not, then have we confidence to- 
wards God; but if our hearts condemn us, 
God is greater than our heart, and knoweth 
all things. Theſe would always ſet us 
right, if we conſulted them fairly; but 
it is our unhappineſs 20 ſpeak peace to our- 
ſelves 5 when there 1c ub poeecc, and to take 
as much pains to be deceived, as the 
great Enemy of our Nature does to de- 
ceive us. | 


Theſe flated times of Meditation and 
Self-examination being ſpoken to, there 
are none left, except thoſe occaſſonal ones, 
which the Legiſlature, for good and wiſe 
purpoſes, think fit to appoint. Theſe are 
uſually injoined in times of national dan- 
ger and dread, when the Judgments of God 
are abroad, and the Sons of Men ſhould learn 
Raghteouſneſs. Either when we fall by epi- 
demical Sickneſs, ſuch as that, which in 
1666, in London only, flew in one year 

near an hundred thouſand : or when we 
are 
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Of Religious Vows, 165 


are alarmed with horrid convulſions of 


the Earth, ſuch as in our time laid Liſbon in 
ruins, and in many parts of our ownKing- 
dom threatened us. - Or when we are at 
War: the iſſues of which are ever uncer- 


tain, and che immediate Effects bloody 
and dreadful. Theſe Viſitations, when- 


ever they are ſent, are puniſhments in- 
flicted on a ſinful Nation, and nothing 


but Reformation, and Amendment i in 
the national Character, can avert them. 


Here then it is the duty of every one to 


contribute towards this, by his Supplica- 
tions and Prayers, his faſting and alms ; 
but, above all, by amending Himſelf : and 
it is impoſſible not to be ſerious in it, 
when he recollects that, beſide the motive 
of Charities, Connexions of Kindred, and 
Country, all which ſhould be dear to 


him; his private happineſs muſt riſe or 


fall with the public. For theſe reaſons, 
on ſuch Occaſions, our Churches are un- 
uſually crowded, and a general Seriouſ- 


neſs, and Attention to the exigencies of 


the Times, ſeem to prevail. — Is it then 
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not our duty, when this firſt Fervour be- 


gins to abate, to recall what paſſed in our 
Minds on theſe days, what Compunction 


we felt for our Sins, and what vows of 


Amendment we made? All of us have 


ſome favourite Fault, and he who conſi- 


dered it fixed on That for his ſacrifice. 
But ſhall we not enquire, whether it be 
not reviving? — Wherher our Abhorrence 
of it be as great as ever? — Whether we 
perſiſt in our Reſolutions, and ſee things 


as they appeared to us Then? — And if, 


on the contrary, we perceive we grow 
fanguid, our indignation at Sm to abate, 
and the Convert already wavering on the 
brink of a Relapſe ; ought we not to take 
the Alarm? ought we not to conſider 
what it is to trifle with God? — Is this a 
Faſt, and an acceptable Day to the Lord? Is 
it to bow down the head like a bulruſh, and 
to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under us? —Is 


it even to confeſs, and lament, our fins for 


One day only? No, if that One day has 
not its due effect upon thoſe that ſucceed 
it; if it doth not lay a foundation for 
right- 
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ri ighteouſneſs all our Life after; our pray- 

ers, and our faſting, were Farce, and 
Hypocriſy; and, inſtead of thoſe falutary 
ends they were deſigned to produce, in- 
ſtead of averting the Judgments of God 
from us and our poſterity, are the readieſt 
means to bring them down rg Both. 


- Hitherto my " Oblervuttons tian been 
confined to what paſſes at our formal De- 
votions. But there are other ſeaſons when 
we are apt to make promiſes, and after- 
wards as apt to forget them. Theſe are 
firſt in Proſperity. It is much to be fear- 
ed, that ſome Men enjoy an uninterrupt- 
eld courſe of it many years, without ever 
looking up to the gracious Author and 
giver of it. To Men thus beſotted, and 
ungrateful, I am not now ſpeaking; but 
to thoſe, who willingly acknowledge, that 
all they have, and enjoy, is owing to 
God's good providence. Such as theſe 
cannot help being warmed with Thank- 
fulneſs, eſpecially, when they ſee others, 

who appear to deſerve as much as them- 
| M 4 _ ſelves, 
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ſelves, ſinking under grievous Afflictions. 


The Mind naturally breaks forth into 


Acknowledgments, and, in ſecret, re- 
ſolves to make all poſſible returns of 


Praiſe and * — What ſhall we 
ſay then, if the ſame Men afterwards a- 
ſcribe them to their own Addreſs and In- 
duſtry; or, inſtead of employing theſe 
Gifts to the huuvur of God, and the be- 
nefit of their Fellow - creatures, make 


them ſubſervient to the purpoſes of Op- 


preſſion, and Luſt? If, inſtead of com- 
municating, they engroſs them; and, in- 
ſtead of being better Men for them, are 


ſo much the worſe? If they preſume up- 


on their preſent Situation, and cry out, 


Vie ſhall never be removed? — Vet this is 


the caſe with many, or moſt of us, and 
is one Inſtance, among more, where we 
forget our ſolemneſt Vows, and inſult 
our Benefactor, and Judge. 


A Second very intereſting Period is, 
when wwe are ſurrounded with Calamittes, 


This! is a ſeaſon when the Mind, free from 
that 
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chat diſſipation and levity which attend 
on more fortunate hours, is awakened, 
and thoughtful. He, who in an happier 
ſtate could not ſee the Indulgence of Pro- 
vidence, readily acknowledges, and feels, 


its Corrections: he knows in the Hands 


of God are the Iſſues of Life, and Death; 


of good, and evil; and perſuaded, as he 


muſt be, that He, who made the wound, 
alone can bind it up; he betakes himſelf 
to Confeſſion, and Prayer; calls his paſt 


ways to remembrance, renews his former 
vows of Amendment, and, till the pre- 


ſent ſtorm is blown over, is a new, and 
a much better, Man. Strange, that at 
the firſt return of Happineſs all theſe Im- 
preſſions wear off, paſs away like the 

Morning Cloud, and as the Dew at Sun- 
riſe! — Vet, thus it is with moſt of Man- 
kind; few of them have the gratitude to 

think, and ſay, with the Pſalmiſt, I will 
Zo into thine houſe with burnt Offerings, and 
will pay thee the vows which I prom! fed with 


my lips, and ſpale with my mouth, when 1 


was in Trouble, Yet, for all theſe viola- 
oy * tions 
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tions of plighted obedience God will call 
us to judgment : and how we can expect 
to be heard when in future diſtreſs we 
return to the ſame means of Succour, or 


how dare to depend upon that forbear- 


ance we have ſo much abuſed; or how 
indeed truſt ourſelves, and our own reſo- 
lutions, are matters I cannot conccive. 
Sure I am, that the oftner we make it 
neceſſary to repeat theſe, the more we 
ſhall ſtand in need of them, and perhaps, 
becauſe we thus ſtand in need of them, 


they will profit us little. 


Much the ſame may be ſaid of our pro- 


feſſions in Health, and Sickneſs : but as 


theſe may be included in Proſperity and 


Adverſity, I barely mention them. Yet I 


muſt intreat you to call to mind the ſo- 
lemn Vows of Amendment ye have made, 


when at any time ye have thought your- 
ſelves in danger of dying; when your Soul 


ſeemed to meditate a flight, and every 
thing argund you retiring. The fame 
Vows have ye made when ye have thought 

your- 
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/ Religius Vous. 171 
yourſelves reſpited. What Vows of So- 


briety and Temperance; what Acknow- 

ledgments of God's Mercies and Favours; 
what Reſolutions to ſecure an Intereſt in 
him in caſe of another Attack! All this, 
it may be, laſts only till your Health is 
eſtabliſhed, and then is laid aſide till the 


next fit of Sickneſs. — But is not this hor- 


rible trifling? Is it not immoral in the 
higheſt degree ? and may you not juſtly 


expect that God will ſay, becauſe this people 


 draweth nigh unto me with their Mouth, but 
their Heart is far from me; I will alſo 


mock at their Calamity, and oy when their 


Fear cometh. 


The Inſtances, which have been pro- 
duced, are ſufficient for the purpoſe of 
this Lecture; for otherwiſe I might pro- 


ceed to ſhew the ſame inconſtancy and 


inconſiſtence in thoſe Reſolutions we 
make, as we glide along the Current of 
Life. In each of the great Stages of it 

we promiſe to act well in the next: our 


Manhood ſhall correct the Follies of 


Youth; 
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Youth; and Age, like kindly Autumns, 
ripen the Fruits of Manhood. The Sca- 
ſons return, and our Profeſſions return; 
one year ſucceeds to a former, and ano- 


ther to That; till he, who propoſed to be 


a New Man the next day, finds he had 
unexpectedly arrived at his Jaf. Here, 
to his other offences comes the accumu- 
lated guilt of numberleſs Reſolutions to 


quit them ; and the Conſciouſneſs; that 
he never could depend on them, ſinks 
him to his Grave | in Deſpair. | 


Promi oh Ir unto the Lord, and keep 
it, and whenever a ſenſe of Bleſſings re- 
ceived, a dread of Evil to come, or any 
other Motive, diſpoſes you to religious 
Reflections, and Reſolutions, remember 
the words of the Son of Sirach, BETTER 
IT 18' THOU SHOULDEST NOT VOW, THAN 
THAT THOU SHOULDEST VQW, AND NOT 
PAY, N 
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